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is referred to in the Tora as a pastoral, 
festival. It was the Talmudic sages who, 
certain calculations, fixed it as the anniversary 
Divine Revelation on Mount Sinai. In Israel, 
arly secularists — especially in the kibbutzim 

aphasized the bucolic nature of the festival, 
warding its other role as “the season of the giving 
Tora.” But this approach is considered naive 
s, oven by secularists — a symptom, says 
RIM E. URBACH, Professor of Talmud at 
Hebrew University, of the resilience and rele- 
eof the Tora Sheb'al Peh -—— the Oral Law. In 
interview with DAVID LANDAU, Prot. Urbach 
ἔθεος the relationship of the Oral and Written 
‘$s—~and reaches conclusions relevant to Israel's 
and-state problems of today. 


The key to the mysteries 


4 Yehuda bar Shalua xa: Whon tha Blessed Holy One told 
“Voile these words” (bculu a4: sex wished fhe Mishue 
ee urting. But the Messed Huly Ὁ αὐ the πα θην of the 

oun day irunstate the and rene ihm Greek, and thea 
ears iaruat™ ... The Bt ΠΡ s, OV 


Passed Midtaxh παι, Bxotus, Ki Tis, Bey 
eat Holy One yave feract two Turua: the Writtea Tera and 
he te He gave thon a written Tura containing 613 Comanund- 
᾿ vega fo perform and curn credit thereby... He give them an 
ἢ distinguish them from the other vations. He did not glee 
“fog yea Writing, go that the Gentiles skull not distort it and 
4 bets feces as they did with the Writica Tora, then claiming that 


Midrash Rabba, Numbers. XLV 310 


Mit ᾿ 
By Ws called by the waged by the Prophets for 
Γ at then wns ie! the neg ΤΡ; αὐοορίαποο of the 
Eye ote -of the Torn. Tora by the people. It a ae 
f word “giving” the dispersion of the 

din “receiving” Jel Ht ὃ 


δον ᾿ Has- and the subsequent sacking | of 
ABE th Te comment th at the Temple and exile of tho King- 
' was given — dom of Judah. 


Bie} all J 
it ll Jews for all This uational trauma, and the 
cert Shavuot, efforts of the Intter Prophets 
i during the Babylonian exile, led 
to a formal “re-acceptance” of 
the Tora by the people at the 
lime of the Return (the “coven- 
ant” of Ezra 10,3). According to 
Talmudic interpretation of the 
Book of Esther, the Jews of 
Babylon went through ἃ similar 
process of “re-acceptance (Tal- 
mud Yerushalmi, Shevi'lt 6,1; 
Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 88,a). 


The history of the Second 
Temple is a tale of stru les no 
. longer around the actua: accept- 
ance of the Tora by the people, 
but between the various conf! 
ing vlewa of Tora interpretation 
(ef, ‘Sadducees and Pharisees), 
and between the different achools 
of the Sages themselves. . 
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Proj. Ephratn Urbach speaks to Dav 
mm the Oral Law... Page : paaacaigs 


fundamental rationale of Tora 
learning as it has developed over 
the millennia. On the one hand, 
there is the sternly thconomic 
approach to the Tora: the com- 
mandments must be observed not 
because they are sensible, or 
healthy or otherwise advisable, 
but only because they are God- 
iven, This is the concept under- 
lying the Jews' reply to God at 
Sinai ysvn avyi (Deuteronomy 
6.27), “We will observe and 
(then) we will hear (under- 
suund}.” The same idea is at the 
heart of the Talmudic adage 
TW) ANeD IPR! “ap Te Anse TTL 
He who performs (a good deed) 
beeause he is commanded is grea- 
ter than he who performs with- 
out being: commanded, 


On the other hand, the Tal- 
mudie sage Rabbi Yohanan tells 
us in the Midrash Tanhuma that 
α man who performs a command- 
ment πηιρῆσ, according to its 
true meaning, is considered us 
though he himself had handed 
down that commandment at Sinai. 
In other words, by secking out 
the true meaning of the Tora, a 
Jew can become ἃ partner in 
ereating Uhe ‘Tora. 


Partner with God 


There aro mumy other c¢x- 
pressions in the Taluud of this 
ideu of the ‘Tora student aa a 
partner, with God, in moulding 
the ‘Lora -- which nevertheless 
wan revealed, perfect and com- 
dele, αἱ Sinai. “Whatever new 
iden nm velerun scholar may for- 
mulate in his studics was roveal- 
td to Moses at Sinai,” the Talmud 
assures 15 repeatedly. 

Probably the most beautiful 
illustration of the givin -recely- 
ing dialectic is the follo’ ἼΔΕ ae 
age from Talmud Bavli, Menahot 
20,0: 


“When Moses ascended on high 
he found the Holy One Blessed 
be fe engaged in affiving coro- 
neta to the letters (of the Tora). 
Said Moses: ‘Lord of the, Uni- 
verse, who stays thy andy? (4.6. 
(5 there anything lacking in the 
Tora that these coronets are neé- 
cessury?) He answered: ‘There 
will arise a man, at the end of 
muny gencrationa, Akiva ben 
Yosef by name (Rabbi Akiva, the 
Mishna sage), who on each coro- 
net will expound heaps and heapa 
of lawa, Said Moses: ‘Lord of the 
oh deerae. ermit me to 866 him: 
He roplied: ‘Turn around. Moses 
went and sat down, behind δὲ δέ 

‘of Akiva’s . 
Hg Leable to underatand their 


#3 and this alarmed him 
Vhecause ‘he was unable to follow 


the discourses on the Tora given 
by himself). But when they 
came to a certain subject and the 
disciples said to the master: 


ἢ do you know thie?’ and 
᾿ eva) Es Hed ‘it ia a me 


i: iven to-Moses on Sinai, 
(Hosea) was -comforted.” 


lified sage who ex- 
oaned the Tora and derives or 
deduces from it new ideas, - new 
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meanings, and, in the final ana- 
lysis, new laws, is in fact veveal- 
ing for his own genoration sec- 
tions of the Revelation at Sinni 
which had been, so to speak, ex- 
tant but dormant hitherto. He Is 
in effect “translating potential 
revelation inlo actual Reve- 
lation," Urbach says succlnetly. 

This is the basis of the Tora 
Sheb'al Ῥεῖ, the Oral Law which 
according to orthodox philosophy 
is, llke the Tore shebiktau — 
the Scriplures themsclves — of 
Divine origin. (According to_one 
tradition (Shemot Rabba 28.6) 
even the visions of the Prophets 
were revealed at Sinai.) 


_ The Heonce to “reveal Revela- 
tion” through expoundin; and 
expanding the ‘ora = shebikiav 
and Tora Sheb’al Peh is very 
liberally given. ‘Thus, in a legiti- 
inate dispute on a point of Ha- 
lacha, we θὰ} ΠΡῚΝ TAT KT TPR 
avn, bot (viewpoints) are 
the words of the living God. 


The _ humanist-autonomic ap- 
proach is rejected. The Jew must 
not sludy the Tora with his own 
intelicet us the starting-point, and 
arrive thereby at the recognition 
that it is indeed Divinely in- 
spired. Instead, he must begin 
with an unconditional recogni- 
tion and acceptance of the 
Divinely-reveuled ‘Tora, practise 
the precepts of this Torn, study 
it nnd delve into its meaning — 
und thereby become an activa 
partner in its ungolng Revelation. 


x k k 


ALONGSIDE this process of 

“pavealing the Revelation" 
which is the essence of Tora 
Sheb'al Pek, there were also, 
throughout Jewish history, im- 
portant instances of legislation 
ex nikilo; the introduction of 


Receiving 
the Tora 


HY Is Shavuot called “the 
Season of the Giving of our 
Tora” rather than “..the Re- 
calving of Our Tora’? Because 
the Tora was offered oquaily to 
all, whereas receiving it is 2 
matter of each person’s capacity 
and ability. And because the To- 
ra was given only once, thou- 
sands of years ago, whereas re- 
ving it is a daily ongoing pro- 


cot 
O68 Rabbi Mendel of Kotzk, 
in “Sieh Sarfel Kodesh” 


ae 


tally new precepts — sometimes 
ἔοι 4 contravention of the Tora. 
Hillel's proabol, which effective- 
ly neutralized the Pentateuchal 
concept of the Shemiite sab- 
batical year cancelling debts, is 8. 
famous exampie.. The Pentateuch, 

Deuteronomy 15,2. states spe- 


in ὶ 
alfically thet all debts are to be 


cancelled at the Skemitta. “Ἔνι 


creditor that lendeth aught to his 
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neighbour shall release it, he 
shall not exact it...” ‘Phis| was 
a benign, utopian concept fur a 
simple agricultural society — but 
served only to stifle and poralyse 
commerce by Hillel's time. Scelng 
this, Hillel decreed that the 
ereditor could, with the dobtor's 
knowledge, draw up a wrilten do- 
eument in which he declured that 
he would collect his debt regard- 
leas of the Shemitia — and this 
enabled him to circumvent the 
Pentateuchal cancellation. 

There is an attempt in the 
Talmud to attribute even this ap- 
parently revolutionary decree to 
the Pentateuch itself, or in other 
words to rationalize that Hillel, 
too, was doing no more than re- 
veal the Revelation. But it is far- 
fetched and the Talmud Bavli in 
Gittin, says Urbach, clearly re- 
cognizes that the prosbol ‘is in 
fact a novel plece of legislation 
brought in to amend the law of 
Skemitte in a changing society. 

The decree of the medieval Ra- 
benu Gershom against polygamy 
was also a far-reaching instance 
of novel legislation, and there 
were takkanot, decrees, of leaser 
moment throughout the centuries. 

In modern times, the Chief 
Rabbinate in Israel made some 
important enactments — for in- 
stance the creation of an appeals 
court in 1945, and the recognition 
of adoption as a juridical con- 
cept — but in the past 20 years 
there have been no takkanot pro- 
mulgated by the Chief Rabbinate. 

Takkanot were always the ex- 
ception, rather than the rule, but 
innovation through case-law and 
through daring interpretation and 
ex] tion were the very life- 
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the Book of Ruth on 
peautiful account of 
of the Jewish re- 
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The two things a man likes best 


Tora teen . 
js aso an interpretation 
two terms used in the 
af Exodus for {μι Fewist 
to accepting the ‘Tara, 
" and “Brel Y¥isravi" 
ly for the women 
Jt Js implled, 
Tora lu different 


we We τὰ 


Bie 


pine lat few years (here has 
“£53 movement of Jewish women 
©. te Ruth, are fully willing 
axpt te Tora 85 embodled 
. But in 


they oure 
Ἢ whether it makes sense 
- Souk of men and women ac- 
“Hea the Tora "in different ways." 
$i ΜΙ Halachic Ufe is aA value, 
represents the {den! way of 
“Hu these women who πιὰ de- 
Ἢ to it believe, then why 

Met women participate in {t 


a's Sector) or “Kol Ishnh” 

of Woman) in New York, 
Pilirvard Hitlel in Cambridge, or 
ΓᾺΡ centering around Rachel 
i) Los Angeles, as well as 
Women's Study Groups here jn 
τη, These women would like 

Μὲ changes take ploce within 
ἘΝ. framework which will 
‘#72 woman to participate in 
“aah forms of religion in (he 
‘Wy as ἃ man docs, 


Many parallels 


ute are many Parallels in 
p and conceptual frame- 
miween, “Halachic Lib" and 
: fomen’s Liberation 
for both have been nur. 

δ in the ame inteltectaun| and 
glee , Tho energy for 
“tomes from the radical student 
ε st ioe lace and the 
vement. At the 

Es of both movementy are 
7 women, Lut thelr ideas 
sympathetic chord in ather 
Who find themselves di 
τ imine | problems. Vor 
» Mothers and yrand- 
jolned “the students who 
: the First Jewish Women's 
fein New York just 
Raluchio Lh, umong 
was discussed, 


‘Adtion of modern wom 
ΤΌΝ aun and 
in eee flow from it. 
century have 
τὴν go much farther In 
r education both sc- 
thy ously than ever 
tat seems an 
lon, they haye 
τ ROP. These roadblocked 
bush out the borders 
‘to what their ex- 
Originally led them 

thelrs, 


Goldstar is the secon 


matters this means 
who hag in so many 
Ὁ treated Mike her 
ΒΜ Up also wants 
Uke him, put on 
Wi) and Tefiitin 
Participate In a 
for publice ὑ least 
ra! 

that she ‘wants 
Goethe wit- 
ἢ , OF even 
: {Rabbiniea} Court 
lowed to initiate 
Bnds it- necessary. 
eo of οὲ 
t of Kid- 

a eid the implica- 
that the woman 


the tind of In 
of th 
alachic gs that 


ave grown up 


tet fay Be 


thee At democracy, *- 


‘te human bein; 


factualization | 


and self-renllzation. In seeular ‘terns 
1t mvans that woman is an longer 
the social und eeonomte Adjunct 
ef the husband and tainily, hor pur- 
pose helng to serve them, She wants 
a “job” whieh In modern tech. 

F society Js) fhe mensure~ 
maul worth and statis, 
auoks sexual and 
evonomle Independenve, the wbitily 
to detertiine her awn fate. 


A soul in seareh 


fa relrious Lerma, the Wherated 
won Is one longer a tool fer frre 
thering her husband's relilous life 
aml study of ond bringing up 
relglous echt She js rather a 


soul in ‘hoof God whieh believes 
τα απ ἢ}. {πη} Culfinent in) the 
Haluehne forms. ΠΡ imedern sen. 
sIbIity und concept of self will 
hot allow her to display Ute self- 
Pifacrment of in Rachel, the wife 


of Rabbi Akiva, who sold her hair 
Una went poor se that her husband 


could study ‘fora. ‘The wonnn seek- 


Ing Halachie Lib, in) contrast to 
the older mudel of the Jewish woman, 
does not see herself as part of a 
hierarchy where satlafaction fa gain- 
ed from partlelpating: In and serv- 
Ing family and community but 
ru Is u self serambling for its 
In this workl and the next. 

The hard, well defined, legal for- 
inukathons oof Halacha and the 
Institutionalised forms of worship 
to which men have aecess are seen 
hy these women ag the mvuans of 
ποθ those worlds; wre sven a8 
ths place where the real value in 


tradition) Jewlsh life les, rather. 


than in the more espotlonal, more 

amorphous (and perhaps freer) 

aplritual Me Lraditionally assigned 
" 


quently, the women involved 
in aveking: changes: within Halnctiut 
wunt nat only the privileges but, 
concomitantly, so all the respon- 
sibilities that men have under Jew- 
Ish Jaw. Unlike the trate woman 
who resents the divisions and ἱπ- 
equalities of the Orthodox synagoguo 
but who would never think of being 
equal in the sense of putting on 
Talit and Tefillin, these women want 
to fulfil nll the Mitzvot (Command- 
menta of the Tora). 


Exemptions 


According to Jewish law, women 
ure exempt from those positively 
phrased Mitzvot “which are ted 
down by Ume imitations.” This in- 
cludes Mitzvot Itke wearing a ΤᾺ} 
Kaltan ritual-fringed garment), 
uaying the portions of the Shema, 
aitting in a Sukke, which 8}} must 
be done at specified times. A woman 
ls allowed to perform these Mitzvot 
if she so desires, but, belng exempt, 
has customarily not done so. The 
women of Halachic Lih would ike 
to see these positive commandments 
becoming obligatory upon women 
ay well as men. 

The questioa whether thelr busy 
role in the home would mot make 
this difficult and prohibitive Ja 
terms of time Is. waved away 838 
not really relevant today, when 
technology has given women more 
leisure time. In addition these women 
assume that men should share ip 
the household and family chores 
women to 
aspects of Jewish 


ing the blowing of the Sho! 

Rosh Hushana or blessing ORE Tne 
ou Sukkot, It fs argued that if 
Women wera eduented to take all 
positive commandments "tled to 
time” upon themselvey, something 
which in no way contradicts Jew- 
tah Law (the ‘Talmud brings δχ- 
iunples of women who put on Te- 
fillin, another type of command- 
Ment from which women are ex- 
empt), then perhaps eventually these, 
‘loo, would become customary for 
ἢ to) fulfil, like hearing the 


Shofar. 
kk ὰ 


T[HERE are other Issuex which 

poxe more difficult problems 
from a Halachiec polnt of view 
tnd which the women of Halachic 
Yap cannot legisinte for them- 
elves as they can in putting Οἱ 
Talit and Tefillip. These cancers 
areas of involvement ‘9 public 
rellgious Hfe such as public prayer. 
Here they can only bring tho 


WOMEN’S LIB 
AND HALACHA 


Orthodox women demand rights 


questions to the attention of the 
authorities, ask them to grapple 
with the problems and clamor that 
Halachle scholarship be brought to 
bear upon then. 

Traditionally, private prayer is 
incumbent upon women as well as 
men. According to the Talmud 
women are not exempt “from 
prayer, Mezuza and ‘blessing after 
the meal" (Brachot 20a). In the 
ease of prayer, the Talmudic Sages 
uny that a woman {s not exempt 
becausa she, too, needs God's 
mercy. There Is a difference of 
opinion ay to whether, by prayer, 
the Talmud 15. referring to the in- 
stitutlonulised prayer, the Eighteon 


Bonedictions, or whether ποη- 
structured, spontancous, personal 
prayer is meant. 

Public prayer 


In any case, women were never 
expected to participate in the 
public forma of prayer. Public 
prayer ἰδ almost a separate in- 
stitution and, being intended to re- 
place the public Temple service, 
was to be held in an “edah” or 
community, representative of the 
total Jewlsh community. (The Bib- 
Hical term “edah” {s interpreted to 
apply to a minimum. of 10 adult 
males, called a Minyan.) Neither 
the Talmud nor any of the early 
Rabbinie authorities until Rabbi 
Jozeph Karo !n the 16th century 
explicitly excluded women from 
Minyan. It just seemed to be under- 
stood that a woman, athough part 
of the community, could not re- 
present the community. 

The question that the women In 
the Halachic Lib movement ralse 
here, 88 in other places, 1s whether 
it is a norm that women should 
not represent the community, or 
whether this is a descriptive situa- 
tion, the expression of a tlme when 
women, in fact, did aot represent 
the community and therefore could 
not form a Minyan. lt this is 
simply a result of 6 aoclological 
situation, then today, when worhen 
participate more fully in the 
community and can represent the 
eommunity in other ways, they 
could conceivably form ἃ Minyan 


£00. 


appled with. And the women, 
Te eter to aatisfy what they feel 
to be a presaing need for religious 


By Rochelfe Furstenberg 


be minor er questionable infring- 
Menfs and have beyenn te form Uheir 
own wom ha. ‘The Min- 
yaning that have begun to opernte 
regularly In Harvard Tiel or on 
apeclal oecasions for sume of Lhe 
other groups (the Jeruzulem Woincn's 
Study Group js trylng ta organize 
A Minyan for Shavuot) have women 
particlpating In all axpecls of 
conimunal prayer. Perhaps the least 
problematic of these ly the allya 
lo the Tora, since the injunction 
against women blessing the Tora 
even in a mixed Minyan ia baxed 
on the concept of “kevod ha- 
tzibur'' (respect for the com- 
inunlty), and today it would not 
necessarily offend most com- 
muntittes to give wanien aliyot. 


ἡ we & 


HERE are certainly many 
problems not directly Involved 
with religious observance but with 
women's rights under Jewish law, 


as that of women bearing witness, 
Initlating divorce, ete,, which con- 
cern Women's Halachic Lib. 
These, too, catapult women into 
the issue οἵ Halacha and change. 
What 1s normative and absolute 
im Jewish law, and what iy de- 
pendent on the soclological sltua- 
ton? Within Halacha the Rabbis 
are bound by certain ahsolute 
norma, especially those which arc 
seen to be Biblical injunctions. 
For example, the cxclusion of 
women from bearing witness Ja 
based on ἃ Bibjlcal source and 
would seam to be difficult to 
change. On the other hand, a low 
based on a particular sociological 
Situation is subject to change. 


Talmud and women 


The Talmud in its many-faced 
niehness brings varying ond con- 
trasting approaches to the subject 
of women. One must differentinte 
between what the Rabbis  sny 
about women's service to God, thelr 
position vis @ vis Jewlsh law, and 
what they are positing as to the 
nature of women. Admittedly, thelr 
view of women's nature influences 
their view about her position under 
Jewish law, but there is much 
ambivalence about women's nature 
in the Talmud, In one reference, 
she Is more easily seduced than 
man; in another, she is lesa easily 
seduced. She is quoted, on one 
hand, as having more wisdom than 
man; on the other, as having 
wisdom only in ‘her hands or craft. 
The women In the Halachic Lib 
movement are asking modern Ha- 
lachists to Interpret and legislate 
from this maze of material for 
the women of our day. 

The role of the Jewish woman 
in Jewish Ufe — in Halacha — 
Is not a new topic, It has been 
discussed a great deal through the 
ages, The new aspect with which 
Women's Halachic Lib is ° con- 
frontlug the Rabbis is in their 
demand for changeg. 

There are some Rabbis Uke 
Rabbi Yitzhak (Irving) Greenberg, 
an Orthodox Rabbi in New York, 
who ‘have taken αὶ radical stance 
on this issue. At the National Con- 
ference of Jewish Women he called 
for more change on the issue of 
‘women, bere ΜῈ thee nat is 
lacking 18 im: nan gious 
lenderchip, not God's authorization.” 

But tradition by definition doea 
not accept the modern assumption 
that all change is for the good. It 
_ig.wary, of giving in to passing 


dovn not 
ΜῊΝ the 
mareover, 61 4 


ar 
Hatt 


danger 
change, then pert this 
seeking uo Lurning? point in 
relutionship lo Jewlah law have 
& chance, 


This was the ease, for example, 
In the mnatter of rellgioud educntion 
for women. There !s a forbidding 
saying in the Talmud thal he who 
teachus his daughter Tora is tench 
ing her cheapness. ‘This can he 
Interpreted a minimal way, relat. 
ing te one apeelfic case under 
discussion, and cun fe countered 
hy other sayings which allow one 
to teach one's daughter. For inany 
hundreds of years, although there 
were some learned woinen who 
were the exceptions and although 
women Icarned from the life nround 
them which was Infused with 
tradition, many women were 
ahyaymally ignorant of the pelo- 
elpleas and sourees of their re- 
liglon to the polnt that they 
weren't even taught to read. 

This situatlon was seen ax dan- 
ξένοι, and religious education for 
women was begun. <A recent 
authority, the late Rabbi Zalman 
Sorotekin (of Israci), In his Re- 
aponsa, discusses the silgma 
againat teaching wonimn and points 
ont the views in favour of teach- 
ing them. He tells of the legend 
that Abraham taught the women 
monotheism before the men, More- 
over, he points out that the in- 
fluences of the day helng what 
they are, it undermines the famlly 
and community If women are lack- 
Ing religious training. 

Perhaps Rabbly in our day will 
also come to realize that It is 
dangerous to ignore the women who 
are calling for changes from with- 
jn the traditional framework; that 
to see thelr demands as a passing 
fancy Is to ignore thelr deap root- 
edness {n cur modern conecpt of 
Self and in our aspiration to selfs 
realization. 

kkk 


Τ᾿ addition to the problems re- 

garding change in Halacha, a 
number of Intercuting theoretical 
Issuca are raised by the Women's 
Halachic = Lith movement —con- 
cerning the nature of Judalam In 
general. 

Historically it Is difficult to 
maintain that Judatam dlaplays tho 
democratic impulse so important 
to liberation movenients. This ἰδ 
particularly true with regard to 
the services of Gad, 

The special functlons of the 
Kohanlm (the Priests) in Temple 
times indicate that not all Jews 
were expected to serve God. in 
the same manner. Among modern 
Jewish thinkers, the late Chlef 
Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Hacohen 
Kook made the point that the lack 
of equality among Jews is miti- 
gated by, and perhaps contributes 
to, their senae of unity as a come 
munity — and for him, this sense 
of community was an overriding 
Ideal. This does not mean that 
Talmudic scholarship might not be 
able to equalize woman's partici- 
pation In the service of God. It 
only rajaes the question of what 
the spirit of Judalam js in such 
mattera. 


‘Normative’ ideal 

Another Iissuc ‘mplicit in the 
very term “Halachic Lib” is the 
exclusive supremacy of the Ha- 
lachic or “normative” ideal In the 
Jewish religion. This excluaiveness 
hag often been challenged by mys- 
tical movements that have tried to 
emphasize the spiritual and the un- 
formulated dimensions which are 
in the background of the religlous 
norms. It may be that in our 
generation, a one-sided view of 
religion's values has developed and 
in this scale of values women are 
discriminated against. Perhaps those 
values of Jewlsh life that transcend 
the particulars of normative 
religious observance must be re- 
emphasized. The question might bea 
not whether the soul finds self- 
realization in the Jewish religion 
hut how St finds It. 

Rochelle Furstenberg, Ortho- 
dox, is a wife, mother and free- 
lance writer who lives in Jeru- 
salem, 
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ago, When Hnglish 
“Traders were amuaed ‘by “A.D. 
humorous novel “ΠΟΥ 


ae which expoacd the ah- 
aes and hypocrisy of Inyllsh 


Eo tows (and, incidentally, con- 
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dis “if she find no favour in 

pga, because he hath found 

. busxemly thing in her" by 
Bil 


tity her a Bi of Divorcement 
ἯΙ By the Rabbinical era, the 
εσθαι of What constituted an 

y thing" had become π 

αἱ controversy. The School 
‘Smmal restricted this to im- 
enduct, whereas the Schoul 
ΜῊ (and even more so Rabbi 
interpreted It to Include any 
te husband might find in his 
μα IX, 10}, and it is this 
ew which haa become 


Ried 


“ae 


yrivsis) YORS. 


No choice for wife 


iz centuries, the wifn had no 
but to accept the Get, until 
Haine enactment by or In the 
Hd Rabbenu Gershom (11th 
ry), made her free acceptunee 
Huery. 80 tong, therefore, na a 
fy agreed upon divorcee, the 
courts may attempt to 
Me the parties, but they have 
tole except to urrange a 
them. 
tcc =a different, 
: ABO contested 
Ge side refuses to μίνυ or ace 
ἤ Get, It _ that the wife 
" Age, We Worm 
that in the end the hustund 
Q dispensation to 
. he obtains the 
of 100 μδαυα residing 
ἐξ - + and, 
Br the consent of the two 
reason in that 
t Polygamy (but not poly- 
al ty legal, until prohibited 
ul for Ashkennz! Jews) by 
Sactment of Rabbenu Ger- 
oan ‘however be clr- 


r hand, may turn 
an ayuna, ιν woman 
8 detested husband, 
again, Under Israel 
can ibe fined and 
for refusing to 
‘Tefugal being con- 


fontempt of court. But 


Talent are very sparin 
gs 
Ht. Nor iyo, hushand to give 
ταν We Infallible 
several ‘as in prison 


ay deta d years until he 
ἢ to free himself by 


of the special 
‘© who demands, 
Rot obtain, her free- 
ιν Falk of the 
as devoted o 
wid challenging  utudy, 
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SY for yo Pery nan 
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ander the’ 


(he human polnt of view) and more 
difAeult (from the Jewish one), as 
divorce It in the first plice a matter 
for th ivil vourtx, In most modern 
ntries taday  elvil 
In relatively euny to obtain 
hy ‘both hushbind and wife, but no 
leyal obligation exists for a Jewish 
hisband ἰὼ grant a Get as well, 
In some countries courts hava oc- 
easionally used their power to 
oblipate the husband to do so but 
the legulity of such ordera, where 
state interference In religious mat- 
tera {s unconstitutional, has been 
doubted, 

Many civil divorces of Jews, 
which are not recognised by Ha- 
lucha, are not followed by Get pro- 
ceedings at all, due as much to 
Ignorance or lack of interest on 
the part of non-Orthodox couples ag 
to the unwillingness of husbands to 
oblige. In the cage of re-marriage, 
clvilly or by a Reform rabbi, the 
offspring of this halachically Mlegal 
und indeed criminal union will be 
considered =mamzerim. The recent 
enso of “the brother and aister" 
revenled the unhappiness that can 
result. 

Prof. Falk is concerned chiefly 
with the position In Isracl, What 
are the wife's chances of obtaining 
a (fet from an imwilling husband? 
And what are the prospects that 
int order to this effect will in 
be carried out? 

The answer Is depressing, Prof. 


fu 


Walk was given access to the 93 
relevant files of a certaln yeor in 


Created free 


Ἵ ΛΜ (οὐ, your God Who 
brought you out of Egypt, 
out of ¢he land of slavery” (Hx- 
ous 20:2). It is noteworthy 
that the Creator did nut hegin 
the Ten Commandments with "T 
am Ged, your God Who created 
you,” Dut with “... Who brought 
you out af Hyypt, out of the 
land of slavery.” 'This ia to teach 
ῃ that the Exodus from Rgypt 
-- dhat ds, dhe deliverance from’ 
alavery - Is worth Iifo dtself. 
We ure taught (Talmud Trac- 
tate Mravin 138}: “Lt would have 
heen better for Man mot to hve 
been created.” However, having 
Leen created, he wag crented to 
by not a shive but a freeman. . 
Krom “Min Hatora” by Rabbi 
Mordecha! Hincohen (Jeruso- 
fem, Robin Sfoss). 


the Jerusnlem Rabbinical Court and 
examined 88 cases in which the 
wife was asking for a divorce. of 
theve auits, 30 per cent were still 
unsuccessful 10 years after they 


were filed — a seandalously high 


percentage. One may assume that 
the powition is no better in other 
Israeli Rabbinical courts. 

The thorough study of the social 
and communal fackground of theae 
caues made by the author and his 
statistica) assistant is of absorbing 
interest to the social historian, hut 
ig of minor relevance to the malin 
point ot twave — the fair und ef- 
ficient administration of justice in 
this particular field. 


k κα k 


B study shows that with the 

best will In the world the work 
of the Rabbinical courts in this 
ares cannot be called elther fair 
or efficient. The courts are reluctant 
to use the many Halachic remedies, 
whieh could give reef to captive 


wlivex. The continous flow of opinion Ῥὶ 


in the Responsa literature, not to 
mention the “Hberal” views ana 
pructice which prevulled in Gaonic 
and post-Goonie times (Rishonim), 
offers sufficient precedent to deal 
with the individual ease, The Mishnd 
rEduyot 1:3) stated the principle 
that tntnority opinions were import- 


ant 4s precedents for future jurls- 
diction. Today's practice, trench- 
nantly doseribed hy Prof, Fulk, is not 
only to disregard minority opinion 
but majority opinion as well as long 
fg even one single authority adopts 
Ὁ negntilve stance. The reluctant 
Party ig required to give or recelve 
the Get only when such grounds 
are formulated by Jewish law: in 
the Mighna or Talmud, Codes or 
Responga. 

The author regards It as one of 
the defeota of present practice that 
the Rabbinical courta are extremely 
reluctant to go beyond this limited 
number of traditional grounds, The 
irreparable breakdown of the 
marriage [5 not one of theae, except 
in special cases, or where several 
grounds are concurrently available. 
The jurisdiction of the Rabbinical 
Appeals Court has not much changed 
this attuation. Even where the courts 
find that the husband ought to give 
a divorce, they are only rarely pre- 
‘pared to issue an order for enforce- 
ment — and even thig ts not alwaya 
effective. A law on judgment which 
cannot he enforced is neither law 
nor judgment. 

Prof, Falk devotes an entire chap- 
ter to an analysis of the mentality 
and attitudes of the Dayynnut (Rab- 
binical court judgeship), Nobody 
would want to doubt the integrity 
and humanity of this body of 
scholars who are, by and large, the 
cream of the yeshiva world, But 
it is Uhe particular mental make-up 
of thia world which 18. largely re- 
sponsible for the shortcomings, at 
Icast in this area of jurisdiction. 


The yeshiva world 


The world of the yeshiva is ἃ 
acif-enctosed,  quasi-monastic 80- 
clety, interested above all in the 
maintenance of its Tora ideals os 
it underatands them, Pubilc opinion, 
public Interest, the need to make 
Halacha viable in the modern world, 
In the State of Tsrael, are of minor 
or no importance at all, deponding 
on whethor the attltude of the 
Dayyanim to Zioniam or the new 
atate lg one of indifference ov hos- 
tility. Thera are, of course, some 
exceptions to this rule, today, but 
the tone [5 sot by the major yeshivot 
of the older type, and It is from 
them that the Dayyanim. aro ‘chiefly 
chosen, 

Certain yeshivot seem to enjoy a 
kind of monopoly of these appoint- 
ments — they even run in certain 
fomiliea — ta the exclusion of In- 
atitutiona of ‘Hungarian, or Haasidic 
character (in the latter, emotion 
counter-balances the rationallatic, 
legallatic approach). and white 
the Dayyanut, 88 a dody, may have 
some Influence on appointments, the 
main eriticlam here must be direct- 
ed to the authorities directly respon- 
sible: the Ministry of Religious 
Affalrg and the Chief Rabbinate. The 
present system prevents rabbis of 
independent Mapai neal rece 
ing judgeships, ani us - 
pa the quality of jurisdiction. 

The loyalty of the yeshiva-trained 
and oriented Dayyentm ἐβ in the 
first place to Halacha, to the strict 
matatenance of traditional Institu- 
tions, which they see attacked and 
eroded by an Increasingly secular 
state and society. This creates ἃ 
kind of siege mentality swhich 16 
hardly conducive to Be Reeser 
ion with changed and changing 
ditions. One feels that these circles 
‘nave not been able to come to terms 
with modern times, of which en- 
lightenment, science, Zionism and 
the State of Israel are the direct 
roducts, ‘Add to this the trauma 
of the Holocaust, which struck down 


stitutions in Bastern Wurope, 

the result is an understandable re- 
yulslon from a modern culture which 
could produce, or at ‘least not pre- 
vent, the nightmure of Hitlerite Ger- 
many, in thege circumstances, the 


ar oe yes ae 


the entire complex of yeshiva in- : 


fortress of Halacha, and above all 
ita concepts of marriage and di- 
Vorce, muat be defended «at all conta, 
Including the misery of acorea or 
even hundreds of captlye wives. 
The author algo criticizes the type 
of Dayyanim appointed, more than 
three-quarters of whom are Ashke- 
Nazim with the rest drawn from 
Oriental communitles, whose Hala- 
chic approach ig 1038 bound by a 
restrictive tradition. Indeed, one of 
Prof. Falk's suggestions Is that 
wives should bring thelr divorce 
Cliims to courts composed of Ye- 
menite Dayyanim, those faithful fol- 
lowers of Maimonides who ruled 
that a wife who declares that she 
finds her hushand repulsive and can- 
not cohabit with him willingly, is 
entitled to a divorce “as she should 
not be treated as a captive of the 
sword” (Ishut 14:8), According to 
Falk most Dayyaxim are devold of 


any general, let alone higher educu-— 


tion; they certainly have no know- 
ledge of modern legal theory and 
practice; and they possess little ex- 
Perfence of life in the wider com- 
Mmunity, particularly since the se- 
paratlon of the communal rabbinate 
from the Dayyantt, 

Though there will be those who 
will see in Prof, Falk’s study — 
and indeed in this review — aon 
unwarranted attack on a sacred in- 
atitution, nothing could be further 
from the truth. ‘The Icarned author 
writes patently out of “love of Torn 
and the fear of Heaven.” Perhaps 
the moat disturbing element in hia 


Freedom 
and law 


ASSOVER is also called the 
Featival of Spring and Sha- 
vuot Js also called the First- 
fruits Festival. This is logical, 
For first comes the springtime 
flowering and then come the 


fruits. By the sume token, Pass- 
over is the Jewish eople’s 
flowering festival and Shavuot is 
our ¢rultion festival, Hor a Hber- 
ated people without Tora — 
without 2 law, a teaching, a way 
— ἐξ ke flowers avithout fruits. 
Flowers ere good to look at but 
they offer no nourishment. In 
brief, the Bxodus was only 8 
means whose end was ‘the giving 
of the Tora. 

Eabbt Moshe Avigdor Amiel 


dispassionate account ja that the 


Dayyauim seem to be devoid of self- 


criticism and dmpervious to any 
criticiam from without, This emerges 
from Falk's quotations of the rare 
verbal or written reactions to hia 


and other questionings. 
Simple reforms 


As the author points out, what 
ig needed is not only ἃ more flexible 
jurisdiction, but some almple re- 
‘forms in the law which would make 
It easier for the courts to meet the 
demands of changed times and of 
natural justice. Here the criticism 
is directed not so much against the 


Rabbinical courts as against the 


Chief Rabbinate which for nearly 
26 years has not issued a single 
Takkana (enactment embodying 8. 
legal reform}. Prior to 1950, when 
the late Dr. Herzog was Ashkenaz! 
Chief Rabbi, a number of auch Pak- 
kanot, often far-reaching and revo- 
lutionary, were Issued to ‘bring Ha- 
lacha in line with modern times. 
‘These were and ore applied by the 


Rabbinical courts without demur. 


A 


THE JERUSALEM POST SHAVUOT SUPPLEMENT ls 


dane alld 


A Get on hig behalf 
clrcumstances, 


make n recaleltront 
a Get of his own 
would help te avoid the misery of 
an aguna in case of the husband's 
incapacity or insanity, and might 
obviate the need for halitza. 

This Is ἃ far ery from “conditional 
marriage" which by agreement or, . 
Indeed, by the powers of the court 
could be declared Invalid ab initio. 
The asocio-moral objections ugaluat 
such 8. procedure, long mooted and 
discussed in Rabbinical literature, are 
obvious. Profeasor Falk's atudy gives Ἢ 
a full and reasoned account of the 2 
history of these and similor sug- ᾿ 
gestions made by rabbis and scholars 
of undoubted standing, What Is most 
depressing Is the consp!irney of si- 
lence, only occasionally interrupted 
‘by the unrensoning opposition with 
which the works and proposals of : 
men lke the late Dr. Aaron Frel- ᾿ 
mann {a victim of the Mount Sco- 
pus convoy murders In April 1948) . 
or Prof, Hilezer Berkovitz have been 5 
recelyed. Rabbinical scholars of the ς 
old school, who argued for reform, ‘ 
were elther ignored or nade to re- 
tract. One oun only hope that Prof. : 
‘Falk will not meet with ἃ similar : 


judgments, etc., In the Rabbinical 
courts. Daywanim should not only 
have passed thelr atatutory and ad- 
Mittedly stiff examinations in Tal- 
mud and ‘Halacha (although there 
have been some regrettable breaches : 
in this connection), ἐπ, ἢ 
‘but should also have some expe- ee 
rience as registrars or accredited : on 
adiicltors-barristerk, In general, ῃ 
those who wish to maintain the 
resent Rabbinic monopoly in mat- 
rs of marringe and divorce, must 
show that they are able and willing 
to apply Halacha in such & way 
that justice can ‘be seen to be done. 
Our new Chief Rabbis are both 5 
courage and ! 
mastery of Halacha. In it too much : 
to hope that they first agrea be- 
tween themselves, 
thelr Council with them, to Issue 
the necessary Takkannt or, ‘alter- 
natively, bring the matters discuased 
here before the body uf our Dayya- 
nim for dispassionate discussion and 
majority decision? ‘The 
are none too bright If ane considers 
the events of the last slx months 
and the violent opposition to Chief : 
Rabbi Goren and his actions on the oS 
part of many Bayyanim. But a 
counsel of despair would be equally 


of procedure 


and then carry 


The most urgently needed Takka- 
ya is one instituting an agreement 
between bride and bridegroom at barren. 
the ‘time of thelr marriage by which 
the: husband Irrevovably empowers 
the Rabbinical courts to administer 


Dr. Caricbach, wha lirca ui dere 
salem, acs Rabbi of Belfust wrod 
an Encyclopaedia Judaica Ruiter 
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in well-defined 
an agrecinent 
sufficient to 
husband grant 
uccord, hut It ' 


ἧς ἃ ἃ ‘ 
ΠΣ author concludes his re- “ 
search with o list of possible 
and desirable reforms in present 
in addition to the mar- ‘ 
tiage Agreement already mentioned, Sas 
He asks for greater participation of ᾿ 
soclal workers and psychiatria ex- 
deuling with 
homes, perhaps also something ike 
the American familly courts whose ‘ 
work might help to avold divorce . 
litigation nnd whose findings would 
be helpful to the Rabbinical courts if : 
recourse to them should hecome un- i 
avoldable, No claims should ‘he ad- : 
mitted except through a quilified 3 
lawyer, accredited to the Batei Din, oe 
which fs not the case os the law nee 
stands now. Important, ton, Is the a 
suggestion that Dayyanin ought to 
have had a higher education. : 
Study recommended oles ale 
‘An alternative might be for them Ro? ᾿ 
to attend a one-year course in mo- . 
dern jurisprudence, comparative liw 
and legal adminiatration and, per- 
haps, sociology at Bar-Ilan Univer- ν 
alty or elaewherc. This might re- 3 εν 
some of the ᾿ : 
pointed out by Prof, Walk concerning 
tho lack of orderliness and cffi- 


disrupted 


shortcomings 


reasoned ἢ 


prospects 
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speed radial tyres. Reclining seats, armrests, and a 
whole facia full of extra instrumentation including 
: an electric clock and tachometer. ᾿ 
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engine. 
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THE EXCITING | 
2 LITRE AUTOMATIC 


(DIN) on tap from the 1981 cc overhead camshaft 


Smooth, rapid acceleration is aided by a twin 
choke Weber carburettor that's capable of easing the 
the car up to a cruising speed of over 160 Km/h. 
(If you ever need to go that fast.) 

Most important feature of all is the world- 
renowned Chrysler Torque Flite Automatic 
Transmission. \t really takes the strain out of driving. 
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Anus I. Rabinowitz 
: Revelation at Moun? 
cat on Shavuot’ 5 
ist μος wae palmudle Sagea 
of the dates and 
fran [1 


Exodus 19; ἐπ the 
tls known only as the Fes- 
E at the Firat-frults. 


! ted ont at the 
fod re to the Mish- 
é as well 88 Enis, 
i the offerlng of the 
i not confined ta 
[ the official pro- 
‘ fa go vividly deaerib- 
3) visa Bikkurilm ΠῚ, proba- 
“gost place only on that day. 
ripened from Shavuot 
Ὡῤκοὶ and they could be, and 
. brought on any day during 
"qf months as soon as they 
‘Autficlently ripe. 
wera those fruits? In Deut- 
y #8 the Bible enumerates 
ἢ: ral products of Eretz 
A which the Sages call “the 
ht Eretz Yisrael.” They 
ὦ α flat order, wheat, barley, 
fz the grape-vine, the pome- 
i the olive and the date, 
#' Sages Insisted that only 
‘uald be brought as the offer- 
Jel the Declaration of Thanks- 
ἐπ καϊεά over them. Apparent- 
im were no other products of 
af which were of any real 
2 Importance In Biblical 


r= the legs the Sages proudly 
- Spt such are the agricu)tural 
Hea of Eretz Yisrael that 
Bk no frult which cannot be 
.@ here. Accordingly, they in- 
j§ptbe verse of Lovitleus 19:23 
we shall have come into 
"ΠΝ and plant ali manner of 

ine." by stressing the all- 
meaning of the words un- 


am Israel has largely shown 
is statement 1s not A Utop- 
of a Messianic future 

i vality, and even an econo- 
“$i commercial reality, The 
of agricultural plenty, 

ΓΔ in the aphere of frult- 
at is not only immeasurably 
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set for Intensi High 

1 and College aa and Israeli Studies. for Hig 
ta for Senior youth, 5 months, from August 16, 
ration at Jewinh Agency Aliya offices 


more abundant than it was in an- 
cient times but it Is at onee In- 
finitely more extensive — though at 
the same time more restricted. 


It js worth while considering the 
apparent paradox in this Iast state- 
ment, Whit ia the porltton today 
with regard to those fruits men- 
tioned in the Bible? In Biblical 
times Hretz Yisrael was not only 
self-supporting: In wheat (and pro- 
bably barley), In olive and in date 
honey, but It even had an expor- 
table surplus, According to the vi- 
vid desertplion of Tyre, the Inter- 
national trade emporlum of ancient 
thnes, In Ezekiel 26:17, Judaca ex- 
ported all three. 

τιν wheat, barley and even 
olives ure imported. Modern agri- 
cultural needs have turned the 
great advantage of the fig in an- 
elent times -— that its harvest is 
spread over some five months — 
Inte a disadvantage which has re- 
sulted in its golng practically out 
of cultivation; a crop which cannot 
be gathered quickly is not a eom- 
mercial proposition. The pomegran- 
ate hardly ranks as a commercial 
product, Only the grape — especial- 
ly In the expanding market in wine 
— still holds its own, while the 
story of the introduction of the 
date palm in recent yeara in the 
Jewish sector in Israel and its gra- 
dual expansion is one of the ro- 
mantic stories of agriculture in Is- 
rae}, 


Remarkable progress 


On the other hand, the remark- 
uble progress which has been made 
in aelentifie agriculture hag more 
than ecompensaled for this falling 
off in the traditional frults of Is- 
ταῦ]. The agricultural wenlth of the 
country and a major part of its 
foreign currency derive from fruits 
which were either completely un- 
known in ancient times or were 
largely exotic, It 5 astonishing, 
for instance, to renilse, as 1 point- 
vd out 'π a recent article, that 
the only cltrus fruit mentioned In 
the Bible is the ctrog, and even 
that mention depends upon the 
Identificution of Une “frult of the 
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jeyond the ‘seven species’ ἢ 


goodly tree” of Leviticus 23:40 with 
the etrog. Oranges and lemons, 


grapefruit and pomelos and cum- " 


quata were quite unknown. The ἢ 


avatiah, the watermelon, mentioned 
only once In the Bible 88 growing in 
Bgypt (Numbers 11:6), finds a rea- 
dy and unsaturated market 
throughout Europe. We are self- 
sufficient In apples which, apart 
from their fourfold mention in the 
Song of Songs, are mentioned only 
once in the Bible, In Joel, and in 


peara and peaches which are men- ΜῈ 


toned in the Talmud though not 
In the Bible. 

To these, however, must be add- 
ed a remarkable range of frults 
which are being produced in ever- 
greater quantities, and in ever-im- 
proved quality, and which no one 
dreamt would ever be added to the 
fruit exports of Israel, There is 
reason to believe that the banana 
was known in Eretz Yisrael shortly 
after the close of the Talmudic pe- 
tiod, but the present variety, the 
Cavendish, was introduced from 
Egypt only in the 18th century, It 
is, however, an accilmatised veter- 
an when compared to the astonish- 
Ing variety of new frulta which 
have been introduced and are 
grown in commercial quantities in 
our own days. 

There is the amazing expanaion 
of the growing of the avocado pear 
for which the demand steadily in- 
creases and of which 7,000 tons 
were exported last year. Avocado 
plantations already cover 20,000 
dunains and 10,000 dunams more 
have been planted but the trees 
have not yet reached maturity. The 
persimmon, the Iequot, the quince, 
the guava all add to the total. 

Hardly o year passes without a 
new fruit, regarded as exotic and 
rare, being marketed, The two tra- 
ditional nuts of the Bible, the al- 
mond and the walnut, are being 
put in the shade — of the pecan 
tree, Ten years ago a man with 
a good knowledge of botany asked 
me whether it was true that in 
South Afrien the passion fruit, of 
which hitherto only the flowering 
varicty wag known in this coun- 


For details, apply to: 
IN ISRAEL: P.O.B. 
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YAD HARAV MAIMON 


᾿ς with the participat 
Within the framework 
"HE RELIGIO-SPIRITUAL INFLUE 


A group of students 15 coming from. the 17. 


IN THE U.S.A: Mosad Harav Kook, 
N.Y. 10022, 


TR yoNe 


Strawberries being grown under plastic in Israel — one of the many 


rime cies <.. | 


fruite, unknown to our ancestors in this land, which modern aqricul- 
tural methods have added to the Israeli fruit basket. 


try as a flowering hedge, actually 
produced an edible frult. Ta day 
that fruit, the grenadilla, can be 
bought in the markets and 1a ex- 
ported. I told him of fruits there 
ike the mango and the custard ap- 
ple, never belleving that they could 
be grown here; the quantities 
marketed increase steadily from 
year to year. 

There js another important ar- 
pect of this phenomenal confirma- 
thon that “Israel can produce every 
species of fruit.” The law with re- 
gard to the bringing of the First- 
frults laya down, as stated above, 
that one may bring the Firat-fruita 
only from Shavuot to Sukkot and dur- 
ing that period one had to make the 
Declaration of Thanksgiving given in 
Deuteronomy, 26:3-10. From Suk- 
kot to Hanukka one could still 
bring them but the Declaration was 
not to be made, That law reflected 
an agricultural reality. With the 
harvest festival of Sukkot, the 
blessed yield of the trees came vir- 
tually to an end for that year. 
A few trees might yet produce 
their “koyitz," a word which 
means both “summer fruit" and 
“the Inst of the fruits,” but It 
could by no means be regarded as 
First-fruits worthy of presentation, 


im 


JERUSALEM 


THE SIXTEENTH CONVENTION FOR 


TORAH SHEBEAL PEH 


will be devoted to 


HALACHOT MEDINA (STATE LAW) 


(On the occasion of Isreel’s 25th anniversary) 


f the Chief Rabbis, Sages and leading Halachists. 
ot the sixteenth convention, there will be 2 symposium on 
NCE OF ISRAEL ON THE DIASPORA 


The Chief Rabbis, and religious intellectuals from Israel and abroad will speak. 


MOSAD HARAV KOOK 


UPhets Werner Braun) 


but as "Last-fruita.," From Hanuk- 
ka until Pessah, when the offer- 
ing of the first harvest — that of 
barley — was brought, nature went 
to sicep, its long steep of winter. 
Trees were barren, producing πὸ- 
thing. 

How different Is the pleture to- 
day. Year after year I marvel at the 
fact that simultaneously with the 
picking of the last summer frults 
the first citrus crop 5 on the mar- 
ket, and aa the citrus harveat 
comes to its ond the firat of the 
summer fruits appear, It ia not 
refrigeration ond deep -freezing 
alone that engure that we have 
fruit the whole year round; we 
have attained a year-round aupply 
of fresh frult, It fs the Hteral ful- 
filment of the prophecy of Amos, 
“Behold the days will come, salth 
the Lord, that the ploughman shall 
overtake the renper and the tread- 
er of grapes him that soweth 
seed.” 

Have we not reason to declare, 
with hearts overflowing with gra- 
titude: “And He hath brought us 
unto this place and given us this 
land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey... And thou shalt rejoice in 
all the good which the Lord thy 
God hath given thee.” 


ee 


with the guidance of leading experts. 


The convention will last for 4 days: August 12, 
at 


t Mosad Harav Kook, Jerusalem. 


642, Tel. 526281, Jerusalem. 


Tel. PL2-8886. 
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The convention will end with an educational tour of historical and archaeological 
sites, 


18, 14 and 15 


S.A. especially for the convention. 


107 Fitth Avenue, Sulte 2711 
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Chapha 
ΠΡ ΠΟΤῚ 


In-aruit, ur 


night Wf one tind to or on duty 
Rut a revaltitian ἢ nie onbeut 
μι othe ounit ssh Tat-Alut 


Mordechat Piren took over lhe prst 
of Chief! Chaplin from Aluft Shlome 
Goren, now Isractsa Aahitennal Clef 
RabbL For one thing, the Chaplalnry 
has become ἢ proper chaplaticy, 
ueccording to Το Plron. lnstend of 
dispenaing rtiipious rvicus to Wars 
fons field units, the Chaplilney now 
Mapenaes, in addition, counsel and 
advice, comfort and understandiny 
fe all soldiers, regardl¢sa of their 
rellgious  canvletions, 

T-A Piron has been Ino unlform 
for 25 years. He haa earned α΄ re- 
putatian of heing a pragmictiat and, 
to a lenser extent, A reputation of 
helng aomething of a prophet when, 
on Passover 1967, nboul six wevks 
before the Six Day War, In a sermon 
to pllots at an Ale Force base, he 
said that though the Haggada tells 
of Israel's fight from Egypt, “ 
somehow have a feeling tint soon 
we will be apeaking about our 
return,” 


The ‘new chaplaincy’ 


T-A Piron speaks of the role of 
the “new chaplatncy” with fervour, 

“Yt {a9 our duty." he says, "to 
bring the mesango of the Torn to 
aoliiera at all levels, To bring to 
them 4,000 yeara of history and 
culture and tradition. To provide 
them with the thread of continulty 
and the = historical — perspective 
which explaina and justifles the role 
they have been charged with." 

In order to disseminate the mes- 
Sage, T-A Plron has brougkt about 
changes In the structure of the 
Chaplaincy, Whereas before several 
rabbls warmed comfortable seats 
in the Kirya in Tel Aviv and the 
work in the fleld was left to 20- 


5 


year-old “Rellgion Sergeants” or 
"Rellgion Officers" whose only 
qualifications were ἃ high-school 


diploma and a@ religious upbringing, 
today there 1s not a brigade in the 
armed forces without its own chap- 
Jain, The Brigade Chaplain travels 
with the unite into manoeuvres and 
Into battle, He visits camps and 
bosea regularly and haa ἃ tight 
lecture schedule, His office ig anpen 
at all hours to all comers, whether 
they are seeking religious counsel 
or the Chaplain's advice on their 
personal problems. 


neh 
reeonthy, 


i 
for 
the 
army 


ail 


Vie 
elther 


Today {here sre dozena of chap- 
Jains out im the field. They have 
acenmpanied the forces on the ΓῸ- 
cent raidy into the Lebunon, and 
they spend several days of cach 
week Iving under quast-battle con- 
ditiuna = during mancenvres. They 
have earned themselves and the 
army chaplainey a new respect — 
@ respect of the religion thoy stand 
for — thus, perhaps, showlng the 
way for better and closer under- 
standing between the religious and 
the non-rellglous once the men are 
out of uniform. 

Tho average age of these "ficld 
rabbis" ls 25-26, They are all ordaln- 
ed rabbis, and most of them hold 
the rank of captain, giving them 
rapport with the base enmmnandera. 
Many of them are marrled and 
fathers — nll factors adding up to 
a very different {mage than that 
enjoyed hy the 19-year-old aecond- 
Heutenants who were charged with 
religious affairs up to now, 

The day 1 Interviewed T-A Plron 
In hig book-lined office in the Kirya 
he was subdued. He had just re- 
turned from a memorial service for 
8. soldier who had fallen a year 
earller, He attends dozens of almilar 
functlons throughout the year, every 
year. “It gets harder to take each 
time," he says, “to see the sorrow 
and the pain.” Sorrow and pain 
forma large part of the Chaplaincy's 
dutics, Not only do soldiers 
young men in thelr prime --- die In 
battle, but certaln aspecta of the 
Jewlsh religion and the close honda 
between the citizens of thia small 
country sometimes tend to rub salt 
into the wounds, 


The Chief Chaplain to the Forces, Tat-Aluf Mordechai Piron, pre- 
τ ΟΕ ΕΝ ἄμμε! af Staff, Rav-Aluf David Elazar, and followed 


by the 0.C, Central Communi, 


Alif Rahavam Ze'evi, dancing at 


Simhat Tora Hakafot “somewhere in Israel” last autumn. 


Qne of the major undertakings 
of the chaplainey haa been In salv- 
ing the problems posed hy soldiers 
who have died in action, hut have 
never been definitely identified. Since 
1D4R there have heen 416. such 
cases, Many of the men were mar- 
ried. ‘Tho question aroze what was to 
be done with regard to the widows. 
Since a man who disappears with- 
out there being definite evidence 
that he has died is presumed to be 
alive, should permission be granted 
for the wivea of such men to re- 
marry — on the basis of the strong 
clrcumstantial evidence that they 
died — or should the woman be 
required to wait until unequivocal 
proof of the man’s death has heen 
provided — o process that could 
take years. Thanks to painstaking 
renearch and effort by the Chap- 
lalIncy there {a not a single known 
casc in Israel where ‘widowa of 
servicemen have been prevented from 
re-marrying. Hundreds of hours of 
checking and searching, interrognt- 
ing and questioning have prevent- 
ed —- in the words of T-A Plron — 
“a second tragedy from occurring 
In the aame household.” 


‘Humane’ approach 


Though the Defence Forces Chap- 
lalncy $s entircly independent of 
the civillan Chief Rabbinate, it for- 
mulates !tg rule and regulations well 
within the bounds of acceptable 
Halachic practice. “What we do 
try and do, however," T-A Plron 
sald, “la to make the approach to 
religious problema more humane,” 
An cxample is the special conver- 


Scholars and soldiers 


Spocin] to The Jerusatiem Post 
Hs subject Ia Tora, the students 

modern, the setting quaint, and 
the enthusiasm high. The reault — 
a crystallization of alms and values 
in which, in the words of the Inte 
Chief Rabbl Kook, the old is re- 


newed and the new snnctifled, 
The founders of Yeshivat Hako- 
tel could not envisage the full ex- 


c 


Former Ashkenazi 


Rabbi Isser Yehuda Unterman delivete 
Talmud lecture at Yeshivat Hakotel. ieee ge" tS oe ay ees 


“THE JERUSALEM POST SHAVUOT SURELEMENT 


tent of the Interest of the younger 
set In acquiring Tora scholarship. 
The school was founded in 1967, 
right after the Six Day War, with 
elght students — the first to return 
to the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City of Jerusalem. Today there are 
4163 -young men enrolled and along 
walting Nst. There is Riso a gradu- 
ate school for advanced scholara 


᾿ς The basic concept that Tora 


with an enrolment of 20, About 10 
per cent of the student body come 
from abroad. © ᾿ 

The Yeshivat Hakotel atudent is 
not the usual type of yeshiva 
bachur: neither is ‘the Yeshivat 
Halotel the usual type of 
yeshiva, It‘ is perhaps the dlf- 
ferences which have added to the 
algnificant resulta. 


Atudent attire ts knitted kippa 
and cnsual dress, There !s no rule 
on uniformity, The candidate for 
entrance to Yeshivat Hakotel ls a 
graduate of a yeshiva high achool. 
His desire ig to continue studying 
Tora and at the same ἔτη to bear 
full and equal responsibility of 
aitizonship in the State of Israel. 


way of life and applicable at all 
thes [8 the central feature of the 
s¢hool'a philosophy. ay 

ἦτ Is this outlook which aceom- 
panies the- student: throughout 
stay at the Yeshivat Hokotel’ ‘and 
during hiy military service, Foy at 
.¥eshivat Hakotel all. Israeli atu- 
dents ‘fulfil their military obligation 
while enrolled at the schov), A spe- 
Οἷα] atrangement with the. Defence 
‘Ministry Kriown s-header has made 
it: possible for these’ yeshiva. βίῃ. 
dents :to undergo ining.” 


com: 


his. 


ΠΡ Fried ine 


sion course belng held under De- 
fence Forces ausplees, 

“Today we are facing the prob- 
lems created by the Holocaust,” 
ho gald, Dozens of youngstera rescued 
from the debris of Burope after the 
end of World War II, children of 
parents married without formal 
Jewish benedictton duc to the pres- 
sures of the times, and hundreda of 
other instances where a youngster's 
Jewlshness from a Halachic view- 
point Is in doubt, have necessitated 
an answer for new recruits who 
are Israelis and about to don uni- 
form. No doubt the large wave of 
Immigration from Sovict Russia has 
also posed ita problems, T-A FPlron 
sold: “Our conversion process dif- 
ferg from that of the Chlef Rabbinate 
only In that we have ent down the 
bureaucratic procedurey ta a mini- 
mum, making tt 48 easy as porsihle 
for these young men und women 
to convert according to the speci- 
fications of our religion." He had 
not the slightest doubt that the con- 
versiong would be fully accepted 
by the Rathinate, as would all the 


other rulings made by the 
Chaplaincy, 
Such ralings were the hallmark 


of Atuf Goren, who used the leewny 
Provided by Halacha in such a man- 
ner as to enable religious soldiers 
to aerve In the Defence Forevy with- 
out compromising their religous 
bellefs or their loyalty to the State. 
T-A Plron and hig assoclites have 
continued the tradition, having to 
find countless answers to the count- 
less preblems which keep coming 
to the surface. Haw doex one deul 
with electronic equipment on the 


bmn ate ee 


Yeshivat Hakotel students, doing 
work of the “hesder,” 
manoeuvres, 


patible groupa, 
into military 
‘hesder’ do 80 


‘The students who go 
service under = the 


The home ls, of course, 
Jerusalem's Old City. The Yeshivat 
Hakotel ts in the former δέοι 
Mahsze compound, which has heen 
renovated to serve the’ school needs. 
‘The dormitories are in rehabilitat- 
τῇ buildings Inside-the Jewlsh Quar- 
er, 

. These quartera ‘are temporary. 
, Yeshivat Hakotel has embarked on 
5. by ng programme.on a site 
overlooking’ the Western Wall and 
the ‘femple “Mount. The architect, 


Ho anvelal 
A Orthodox soldiers, an 


Ἢ Monunient enough ty th 
ἡ Forees Chaplalney, 


at morning prayers 


Sabbath? Under what condith. 


rhe an the Suhbath? 
i 


hls own 
lets whit 


Orthodox can serve 


T-A Plrow nutes proud) hate. 
ig net oa single unit rien 
Pefenee Forcea — no matte 

whieh Is not Opes 

ἃ where 

cantut serve with complete {ππτὰν 
of conxclence, ΤῊ fact [Ἢ 


8 Deterg 


{Ἐπ 
prayerhnok -- “Nussah Ahi’ ἢ 
has been published with a Tong ex 
planatory foreword by T-A fit 
incorporating elements of the Ay 
kenazl, Sephard! and Yemenite 
ditions, This praverhook, like 
“Nussoh Ahid" Passover HaggJ 
Issued by Aluf Goren, doa 
satisfy all, T-A Plron admits: 


“It is not easy to tell om Ἷ 
year-old, who alnce his cated 
memories has been praylag a 4 


certain manner, to revie bit Ac 
habits for the three yean b of ¥ 
in uniform. But this Is om τ' 
the sacrifices that har t ἢ roa ie ; : Ἢ 
made. In the armed forces: ΩΝ Wel, at 
ve together, fight together, vie Ane “part ity 40 
toni. and ΡΣ Wook tt Md δὴ peti yeat ταν rd 
They attaln victory together: ᾽ 
rejoice together. It is only : 
tural that they should also p ᾿ 
together. 3 " 
The Israel Defence Forces a 
the perfect example of relia 
cooxlatence, T-A Plron feels. 
where clae in the country ὦ i ες 
religious and the non-observast if ᾿ 
In grenter ἘΠ λοην. Nowhere tit ! 
the country do religious me § ! 
different backgrounds unite fa | 
a strony bond ns in the forces : 
he feels, will ultimately make ani ! | 
on the nation π8. a whole, - 
the vist oanajortly αἵ yout Κα eee ἱ 
throngh the forces and come @ hd, iRise inet, ae | 
that imuch more snderstanding. “4 eect το, πὸ Ε ς 
T-A Pivon is the first tom | AIR R . 
that Chere are still problems to) i ᾿ 2 
Nolved. “But desplte the problem 
ind Wwennse of them — | 
Heve that the youngsters of tol Ασα 3 
came out of the Defence Fang ΡΥ ΈΣ φορὰ “ον τὸ omen sate —— 


better Jews tnd better Larsella ᾿ 
when they went In," he conch 
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room? 
alreondl- 
feed nd wi ees 


ito} Toeatl 
᾿ Sariety οἵ models in various shee 


he 
heir Army service in ἢ 
their ἅν following a which ean κοῖνο the problem of 5 rou pithont a Γ: 
παῖ! -- and can he lnntalled without making & in; Ue 
3 - ἌΜΕ venpee Ampa, and ask nur eapert fe come ui 


free 


vi 
Mr, Eliezer Frenkel, has andes! 


ed to ervate a Btane ΠΥ, ἢ 
is very much “at aid city. 7™ hs 


dernity and 
goals, The camp 
350 aude ani ᾿ 
eomniunity nlgsu 88 
ture evntre. The a 
the new campus 
The Yeshiva publishes, ἃ 
Tora journal, aot " 
students publi#h the! ‘ 


᾿ Or seo your authorized Amcor 
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KIDS AND KASHRUT Talnond project 


Israel Prize 


ef the Bahylentan ‘Talinud, 


Curtis Arnson 
Pres Shavuot custom ki 
pork of milk fouds before 
7 noon meal of nent. 
the precise origin of Chit 
2s put there have heen oemy 
᾿» ain It, Many of the 
ear with Son af 
qj. "Your lips, ἸῺΝ liride, 
ey — Honey and mills are 
0. As Shav la 


eat 


ἘΝΞ 


of Song nf Songs, the 
the Tora, then one must ‘ug 
2 mk and honey connected 


Shimson of Ostropal, using 
tadding up the numbers 
4 by the Hehrew Ietters), 
‘that the word for mill ---- 
sm — adds up to 40, the 
af Moses spent 
᾿ γε Sinal. In the notarikon 
‘fsx the Initial letters from the 
gd fue phrase: = OMNI ΟΥ 2} 
᾿ oo ΠΘῚΠ ane op 
ἃ the day of the Firat-fruits 
ὦ μὰ bring a new Meal-offer- 
ᾧ God" Numbers 28:26) form 
el om— from milk. 
“Ser Mat'amim” states that 
y ‘amas taken from the water on 
ἯΙ of Slvan (later to be the 
: pd Shavuot) and would be 
oaty with the milk of ἃ 
woman.” 
dthe more popular explann- 
grt hat when the Israelites raced _ 
ir tents after receiving the 
fuy were too hungry to walt 
ful festive meal and juat 
eating the milk foods that 


explanation 1s that until guarded and mixing two disparate 
twld check on the validity Specles would Interfere with the 
Is ntual-alaughter methods, it Integrity of the Univeranl Order. 
jar to eat milk foods only. In thls, Hirsch was in ngreement 
differentiation between milk With the Kabbalists who put the 


L 
fe] 


|] peal foods already presupposes milic-meat Injunction In the lemino 


on mixing the two, Citegory, along with the prohibitlon 
wohlbltion Is based on an In- dxainst wearlng cluthes made of a 


"You shall not avcthe a Mmixtue of woul and Hnen or letting 


Pah ἣν mother's milk.” which cate breed with a different kind. 
three times in the Tora, inixture of species net only 
ἃ conjunction with Shavuct. with the microcoamon — 
Weare told, in Exodus 23:10: 
Goleeat First-fruits of the 
(ringatleg si the House #tray. 

A μὶ Molt nico No explanation 
‘repeated vorhatim In Exodua = Nu 


the omnerocosmies Inte dis- 


ind the injunction ugainst 


Moshe =f 
Uhat whi 


tted fn themselves. inj 


ig. tthnudic ‘fences’ 


"ital ia 

3 ‘awa, extended the pra- 2 τ fection. 

: h state Hulln ΒΕ Ἢ would he destroying perfe 

Ἄρης 6 statement In 

teat three times in ord : 
Be. boiling of ler to for 


raat tating of such a mix- douhtedly gros 


“Guide for the Perplexed" (3:48): 


oo 
Hal 15. ἃ *ynecdoch 

ynecdoche represent- 
Pla clean” animals. parhapy pal 


Ea i ie 
I: tue, mean all mijk und —sthe:- heathen. 


ca 


but also 


The of Unis explilns the orlgins 
i third time, In Deuter. of th at-nlik prohitiiion or the 
ral, It appears at the end connectlon with Shavuot In the two 
of forbidden firsh, fowl Unies the injunction appears in the 
context of Shavuot, Sone commen: 
tllaw Nahmunides (Rabbi 
Nabmany In hig view 
3 the ulterlar motive 1a 
hidden from man, the basis of the 
‘Lian Ig un effort to avoid the 
mentioned in the crucity shown ἴω the animuls [π- 
permitted or fur- volved. He compares It to the laws 
one: further discussion. ubont not killing π΄ mother and Ita 
fds May eat the milk or offspring on the same day, and not 
be ig “τὴ themgelves; only the taking the eggs from ἃ bird's nest 
me βογιθεὰ, in the presence of the mother-bird. 
Abraham Joshua Henchel felt thet 
oats milk was the perfect foo 
pls "teething: wording only hy which man could live and be 
“bullding soe Talmudic nourished without any supplements. 
ences” around Therefore, mixing it with anything 


Maimonides, however, wrote in his 


milk “feat bolted In milk ta un- 
and meat 4 food and causes 
‘ie derivation of : overfuliness; but 1 think ¢ 
an it "seur Hana'ah). The most probably it is also prohibit- 
not just ag a ed heeause it Is somehow con- 
nected with Idolatry, forming 
rt of the services, or 


the “Its mother's being used on some festival of 


tind u support for and is not par 


thin view in the circumstances to fertility rites. 


fet. that eating ia that the Law mentions the pro- 


inferey fause the To) hibition twice after the command- 
dcstatine from minor Hs ment given concerning the fen- 
ting ‘that if even tivals.. as Η ta say, When you 
‘ected, then how come hefora Me on your festi- 

Dr. nuts forbidden. vals, do not seathe your food in 
i Grunfeld, in his the manner of the heathen. This 
"The Jewish Diet. ‘| consider the best reason for 

‘on, Sarcino, 2 vol- the prohibition...” 


ἢν Motes that Rabbi , the pro- 
i Makmnonides’ hunch that the Pp 

Mel Hirsch concluded bibition 1s connected wilh [dolatry 
oking milk and is generally supported now. In 1936 
“this Ig more than HLL, Glasberg published 2 Canaanite 
law tat-rather -Lext drseribing ceremonies pertain- 
ermal Low of ing to the fertillty of the soll. One 


27), ἐπ΄ which: f this text was reconstructed 
* apee ae “Bon μι kid in milk, & lamb 


ost popu: 
rete) on the holiday, even after 


deuce 
Complete [sraell 


In butter.” From this, Umberto Cas- 
guta paraphrased the passage in 
Exodus 23:10: 


“Although the firet of the firat 
frults of your ground, that is 
the best and cholcest of the first 
frults of your ground, you shall 
bring Into the house ef the Lord 
thy God, just as the Cansanites 
bring the Firat-fruits to the house 
of thelr gods, yot you shall not 
boil a kid in its mother’s milk, 
uccording to the heartless cus- 
tom that they practiso on thelr 
featival of First-fruits.” 


Those opinions are substantiated 


the fact that the custom of 


bolling a kid In milk, usually its 
own mother’s milk, Is a ceremony 
ati! ahserved in the Middle East. 


James Frazer noted ἰ in his 


“Polk-Lore in the Old Testament” 
119181, and Mrs, Finn in her "Pa- 
stina Peasantry” (19237), The rite 
has been notleed among the Beduins 
today, as well. 


‘Tenuous connection 


‘The connection of the custom 
with Shavuot in particular is more 
tenuous. There la no reason to feel 
that a cause and effect exiated in 
that the Is 
butchering a kid bh 
fortility rite and im 
ed this ceremony. 
be assumed that 
place only once 
ia certain that 
rite of sorts, 
prohibition may be similar to that 
of a prohibition against eating blood 
or certain fats. MIIk, blood, and 
fata are symbols 
fertility. To ΚΠ αὶ kid and boll it 
in the resu 
tility, Le. the milk, negates the 

mol. This wou 3 
far to that used in “black humour, 


raelitea saw Canaanites 
in thelr late-spring 
medintely reject- 
Neither can tt 
this ritual took 
a year, But as it 
this was a fertility 
the reason for the 


of life and of 
It of its mother’s fer- 
1d he a device sim- 
ticularly appropriate 


None tne less, the location of tho 


prohibition tn the context of Sha- 
yuot 
festival of First 
a celebration of 


. And our ances! 
ian Middle Eastern practice 
and made this rejection 2 central 
facet of Jewish dietary regulations. 
Yet, the Idea of milk and meat 
remains Inked to Shavuot in the - 


ia more than an accident, A 
-fruita is obviously 
the fertility of the 
tors rejected a 


ar one belng cheese 


e the Festival of the Giving 


fsrael Pizes, 


lan publishing 


id Tnstltute of 
the Rabbi Herzog Binet World Aca- 
demy for the frst selentifie editlon 
of the Mishna and Lhe 
uditien, 
scheduled to run into over 50 large 


whieh volume 14 
together with a 


about 1500 Huhichk: : 
the 4,000 that the Ene 
scheduled to cover 
dla Is being prepared by a team of 
fifty Rabbinte Scholars and reyeareh 
workers, headed by Rathi Shiamo 


The Encyclo 


This is the first time that the Is- 
rael Prize for Torah Literature has 
been awarded not to an individual 
&cholar but to a group of scholars, 

_ for the collective achievement of a 
i team of 30 scholars and research 
workers, headed by Rabbia Nissan 
Zacks and Moshe Herschler. 
Director-General of the Inatitute ia 


The Encyclopaedia digests the con- 
tenta of more than 20,000 printed 
hooks and manuscripts written over 
& perlod of aheut 2,500 years. 

Some yeora ago, 
fessor Isidore Epstein. who did the 
Soneino English edition of the Tal- 
mud, In collaboration with Dr. Harry 
Freedman, began work on an Eng- 
edition of the Tal- 
mudic Encyclopaedia. The first vo. 
lume appeared recently and the se~ 
cond is due to appear shortly. 


the late Pro- 


. Zacks was last week awarded the 


Jerusalem Municipality's Rabbi Kook yj. nbridged 


The scientific edition is based on 
all the extant manuscripts of tho 
Mishna and the ‘Talmud, 
into thelr hundreds, and scores of 
thousands of fragments of the Calro 
Genlza scattered over all the im- 
Ubraries throughout the 
world. Thess manuscripts and frag- 
ments were written between the 
7th and 18th centuries — that is, 
until the Invention of print — In 


x κα τ 

ANOTHER project of the <Aca- 

demy 1s the Hnrry Fischel In- 
stitute for ‘Torah Jurlaprudence, 
Chief Rabbl Kook in 1932. Twenty- 
five Dayanim serving on Rabbinical 
Courts in Israe} received their train- 
Ing at the Institute. 

The Institute has a Department 
for Advanced Study for Yeshiva 
Graduates, in which some 50 stu- 
dents are training for Rabbinic posta 
and lectureships in yeshiva high 


France, Germany and the Balkans. 
They present the widest possible 
range of textual variants in both 
atyle and content and in spellings 
of the Hebrew and Aramaic lan- 
guages through all thelr stages of Rabbl She'ar-Yashuv Cohen, Je- 
rusalem Municipal Counelllor, 
The first two volumes of Mishna Chairman of the Board of the In- 


Order Zeraim, and Tractate Ketubot 


ublishing and research 


at the recent Siath Jerusalem Inter- 
other exhibitors and 


Mossad_Harav [Kool 
national Book Fair won comp 


liments from 


clude Jews in the Diaspora as well 


By Aaron Sittner 


‘OSSAD Harav Kook, a 30-year- 

old foundation named for this 
country's first Ashkenazt 
Rabbi, has three atms: 
scholarly editions of standard Ju- 
daica and Hebraica —- such as 
Bible, Talmud, commentarics 
codes; to publish Rabbinical works 
— as yet unpublished — originating 
in the early and middle Medieval 
period; and to support and en- 
courage religious scholara In thelr 
research work. 

The foundation has published about 
1,200 titles, many of them wnac- 
table to commercial publishera 
le grounds. These include 
highly specialized works 
field of Piyut 
Kabbala, bibllography and various 


. Among the major projects under 
way at the foundation ts a com- 
plete serles of Maimonides’ works — 
a scientific edition of the 
Hahazaka’ and the “Sefer Hamitz- 
vocalized edition 
with commentary; a new Hebrew 
translation of the “Perush Hamtish- 
nayot,"" from the Arabic original; 
and Maimonides’ complete medical 


“Neve Yehoshua" Is the founda- 
tion's own kole! --- a graduate-level 
yeshiva where the students, mostly 
married men, are given financial 
support to enable them to devote 
full time to the study of the Talmud. 

Another educational project 15. an 
that prepares 
rabbis for non-pulpit positlons, such 
as scientific scholarship in Jewlsh 
literature and for teaching Jewish 
subjects in Israel'a secondary schools. 

Three other Institutions within the 
Mossad are the library — one of the 
most extensive in Ierael; 
Kabbala and 
Hassidism; and the Ginzakh — the 
official archives “of the Rellgious 
Zionist Movement. 


Besides {ts booklist, Mossad Haray 
Kook publishes a monthly periodical, 
“ginal.” The magazine, long 8 popu- 
lar fixture among the Hebrew-read- 


hy and history. Ita 


the graph; 
: aoa eibu tors, and subscribers 


7 In the footsteps of Abraham and Rutt 


Si tel Singing Hnasidic miclodies to the Shabbat and festivals are held ΠῚ, 
: Judy 1Θ Ὁ RTL ara of a guitur often Lhroughout the year. Before Purlm, HS 
them snd read hooks on the subject, ΡΝ i ? ἡ can-Jewlsh youth, helps ‘brex ne lee, 120 portions of food were distri- 
By Moshe Kohn Al the age of 14 she decided she ‘ Ξὰ Η omar i acts of = ‘The voluntevra ut Haband House buted to widows of the Six Day 
᾿ : wanted to become a Jew and, to- “< F : ted by assimilation, vbserve ‘Cour cardinal rules; Never War; on Pessah, the same women 
Rabbi Shimon ben Geonliel satd:... 1, one comes to be emiverted, he wards that end, to move to New Σ - : ν ΝΣ ι for something to cling usu te avold discussing ultended a Halad Seder. A lend- 
is tu be offered a hand to bring him in under the wings of the Shechiua York, where her father spent most "τ i 2 a ie of them have found pullllvs; onnswer alt queations ho- Ing Ubrary of several hundred hooka 
{Divine Presence). From here on, the gerlm of the generation are testi- of the year working aa a jeweller. " ee, aa : \ αν the world away, ΠῚ nestly it yau don't know the and rellgloug articles hag also been 
mony to the generatiom, --- Vaylkra Rabba 11:9 She settled in the Flathush sec- synagogue in the find an wuthority “who estzbllshed, 


Ἢ : tion of Brooklyn, enrolling ut Hras- 
᾿ Rabbi Yehuda bur Shalom said: You find that the Blessed Huly Que mus High School. Here she looked 
has cautioned 48 times about gerim i the Tora, and an equal nwmber for Orthodox Jews, and, δὴ might 


7 : a be expected, found many. Finall ἃ thowand “Δ ἃ W tauxt Ive with the times," seven months last year on ἃ Ha- . 
a of times about idolatry. The Blessed Holy One said: It is suficient that she wae “adopted by an orthodox ete a0: to its pro- stated Rabbi Shneur Zalman, the slomer Hatzair kibbutz, She met . 
᾿ : he hos forsaken idolatry and come to you; 1 caultun you to love him, ὧδ family, for whom she worked as a month. They include founder of (he μήν Movement, Habadnika at an ulpan, spent a 
1 love him; ag it ia written (Deuteronomy 10:17-19}: “For the Lord your baby sitter and who helped her university oo alu- and that is one of the baste prin- Shabbat with o Mea Shearim couple ὃ 
God... loves the ger... And you shall love the ger, having yourselves along with her studies In Judaism tourists and iImml- ciples of Hiatmd House, 15. the and is now living with them while a ᾿ ; 
been yerim ἐν the land of Bi τς Vayikra Taohuma If — theory and practice. The famlly spel ef the House hy disc to yroups, some young she takes care of their young : Are ᾿ fal nk: Ewa 
. ge oupt. decided to settle in Iaraci, and she is ΤᾺΣ μα οι boards, word: people δὶς blunt questions on topics children, Visitors αἱ Habad House in Jerusalem’s Old City enjoy Hassidic ᾿ 
ne came along with them and today δ and chanco vialts tu ranging from the essence of God “At first. F was nervous," Abby tors a - UK. Welsa) q 
to ODAY, the Hebrew word ger them to a special depnrtment at llves with them in Jerusalem. 5 Ὶ . ¥ Habad, to pre-inarital aex, "We answer admitted. "I thought all Haasidim "μι 816. 
ie apples only to converts to Juda- the Ministry for Religious Affairs. The course, she said, was “very ‘. : co le Pe Pace, ἷ only a minl- them δὼ frankly that they some- were natrow and rigid. But my F 
Ἔχε ism. In the Bible It often --- 1f not With the cooperation of all con- good” and she learned “very much,” A group of candidates for conversion to Judaism at μ a, jbptrtoms ge Sudalsm and times blush. But thinga that ‘family’ knows about other life- the household," she sald, sitting: "What Blessing eo Pare 4 ps 
τς always — applies mercty to non- cerned, the prospective ger is then She sald: ation lunch” at the Ulpan for Getting Acquainted ith J em Habad House's young vmannto from the heart penetrate styles, even though they don't have under the Lubavitcher Rebbe's pic- a banana? Abby pe plate . 
Ὦ Jewa living omong Jews in the sent to ἃ special ulpan rum by this de- “The studies are very Intensive Ulpan Lehakkarat Hayahadut ‘at Ramot Shapiro in th ΓΗ Krupnik, who p the heart,” Yossi elted the famillar a radlo or television; they chose ture in the comfortable, well-lit took a ripe one fr δ: fey. 
Land of Israel. Be that as it may, partment, called Ulpan Lehakkerat and vory difficult. They don't pins Th, ith the skull f Fal 6. Jerusaien, “Yossi.” (Habnd uphorism. their way of living, They under- dining room. “Women are separate “‘Boray pri iva Ἴ 
fi i ills, The man with the skullcap is a Falasha who attended thn wg called : f b 1 in religious familles." abad House doca have Its pro- 
in clagsiec Jewlsh lore, the Patri- Hayahadut (Ulpan or Judslsn}. encauruge you; in fact, they Ulpan together with his wife and son in order ἐν 5 for the Hebrew " stand what they do and why, and but equal in τὶ faba: - 
arch Abrahain, the first Jew. it  Reontly I attended the “gra.  5Beak to you in discouraging Gonversion, 80 that there should be πο question where eee cual. “Wisdom, Πανὶ 20 classes a week they really want to do It.” Atby visita Habad House every piems. Tis location in the old 
referred to aa a ger, which Is why guation™ ceremony of 24 men Lae tones. But if you want to make Judaism | 2 eer abot Lh eee) Many come from Yossi, who came to Isracl four Not only have Abby's attitudes day and discusses Jewish sthics synagogue, which ia said to have Ι 
mule converts traditionally take the Ψ 1% you can.” Hare id τ intending to stay six changed — so has her way of and ritual with a girl voluntecr been an Arab factory or stable Ι 
women who had just completed 300 stan middle-class homes ‘inthe years ago Β' y ΕῚ 
ἿΣ ἢ name Abraham an becoming Jews: hours of study in six weeks ot Ra- , cf@duation” from the Ulpan 


We es perhaps the only case where 
Η conversion confers a new natlonality 
Ι as well as an new religion on the 
po convert. David, the Jewlsh paragon 
: of kingship, is sald In the Mechilta 


does not automatically mean con- 

Tie Shapiro, in Moshav Beit Meir yorsion, The candidates are expected 
apoel Hamlzrahi) In the Jerusa- to go on reading and learnt 

Jem_ Hills. This was the sixth courgo thelr own for Ἑ while and’ then 

held by the Ulpan, previous ones must return to the Rabbinical Court 


to call himself a ger, and thin same τς “it ® total of 80 prospective tg which they originally applled 


David, of whose atock the Messiah CohVerts — having been held at 


ia to be and whoue line is to reign religious settlements Hke Kibbutz 


to their Jewlsh knowle and in- 

i again In the Messianic era, Ia the Suad and Kfar Maimon. tentions, ge 
tot grent-grandson of Ruth the convert, kk * For this girl, the prospects seem 
ΞΡ daughter of a people — the Moabites οἰ κε very good, and after her converzlon 
' — whom the Bible (Deuteronomy INE of the “graduates” was ἃ ahe intends to master Hebrew, 
an 23:4) enjoins us from ever admit- 19-year-old giri born in Barba- then hopes to be admitted to the 


Except for certain relatively bricf 

Ἰ periods, Judaism and the Jews have 
a elassically not been a prosciytizing 
3 religion and people, and the treat- 
ment of — in any caae, the attitude 
to — prospective ond actual gerim 
hag often ranged from amblyalence THE 
to 


to outright hostility, contrary to the 
injunctions of the Sages in the 


Midrashim cited in the epigraph Se",,Who is, living among you. ger... shall 
εἰ above, oe — Exodus 12:49 


This attitude has generally not 


of the Lord your God; that of refu; 
ther from suspicion as to the mo- F 
i tives of people In seeking to join dey you shall not do any work, who ‘has tal 


burdened with commandments and 
history as the Jews, In our own Y' 
thme, particularly in Israel, one 

would like to think that there Is 


OU shall not wrong a ger or — Numbers 


be hard upon hai you were 
6 


good reason why people should yourselves ari int 


* count 
thera Ja still the suspicion that rumen 
slongalde the gorel teodek (genuine Y OU stall not oppress the ger, Deuteronomy 
sincere converta) there will be those ‘or you know how it feels to 


Inthe ‘last ζοῦν yoars, the suspicion elves in Egypt, — Exodus 


be better Christiana (for Jesua and @Ppress ‘him... because you were momy 5:14 
the first Christiana were, after all gerém in Egypt... —~ Leviticus 

Jews) and better missionaries to the 19:88-37 i ‘THE Lord 
Jewa, reg) 


Converts in Israel 


children to Moloch s 


at kibbutzim and have fallen in OU ghall 
‘OU shall have one penalty for Y 

Jove with Jews and wish to marry, Y ba y Lo 

live and ralse children here; ntudente fer and native ake. — Levi- 


their studies, have come to the con- 


16 ἔχοι 4 walka lite lew is binding on you all, ger and 
Fhe. τὰ a result. of thelr Ὡς a native alike. —~ Numbers 9:14 wages of 
perfence, have decided that they 


When the time comes, these peo- the Lord. Thero shall be one : 
ple are referred — by friends in law and one onstom for you and ‘OU; shall 
the citfes, or by the kibbutzim (this for the. ger residing with you. “Ὁ and οἱ 


‘OR anyone who ging inadver- WHEN you 
ulpan, etc. — to the nearest Rab- tently, there shall ‘be one law: ** -your.: 
binical Court, which wili then refer for all,. whether native . Israelite swathe; do 


PAGE FOURTEEN ἱ SHE JERUSALEM ἘῸ 


butzim) δὲ which they are working 
as volunteers or studying at the 


is true evan of the Mapam idb- — Numbers 16:14:16 ffs Denteronene aE 


and undergo further questioning as 


' ting into “the assembly of God,” dos to Parents who are nominally nursing gohool of the Shaare Ze- 
poe Ruth — the model ger, whose story Protestant “but not religious." As dek Hospltal. She plans to enroll In 
we read in the synagogucs on Sha- 8 Schoolgirl in Warbados she had the Army as a nurse, and after her 
vuot morning, met Jews, discussed religion with Army service to go on studying 


T'HE LAW FOR THE GER 


same law shall apply both or resident ger. But th 
the native-born and to the who sins presumptuously, na ive or 


be cut off from his 


" People... — Nambers 165:29-81 bate ἐδ left shall be for the ger 
4 5 2 .+»When you gather the grapes 
: slemined: Iroui “Senaplobia tt: Τῶν [HE seventh day 18 a sabbath THESE six cities shall be places from 


, 80 that any man 
ἃ jife inadvertently, 


710 ger, or temporary settler, may 


i religiok add’ ἃ. compiunity? δὰ mee “gr the f er enn. your whether he be Israelite, redident 
* take sanctu: in one them. 
ἘΣ oe 


land of ‘OU are to... judge fairly be- 
wish to convert to Judaism. vet “9¥#- — Exodus 22:20, Y tween people, whether fellow- 


or resident ger. — 
1:16. is 


who are coming to be spices, and Ὁ, ger, you were gerim Late UT the seventh day is 8. sab- 
z P 5 Be Br ae your God; 


— based on experience — that * that day you shall not do an 
there are zome who come to δὲ ἮΕΝ a ger settles with you work, neither you...nor the aor 
converted to Judaism in order to in your and, you shall not within your gates. — Deutero- 


* 
your God is... no 


Ξ ter of doh 
ANY gar or ger settled in ἐπϑάμα th ger among σα; ni 

. israel wi 65 of his taust love the ger, 
hall be put fo ved as gerim in Egypt. Dow 


* ce was Iny 7 τ shiva He had t to Spain One of the features of the Ramot : ᾿ 
a ἰξ 5 portant to her be- attending ἃ ye = ᾿ξ distinguish between Jews, and searching. He gol ie 
In Isracl, the prospective and ac- death... — Leviticus 20:2 teronomy 10:18-19, - gpl Tater agra ok ve married. in Bogland Ἐπ — Bed esi ae cae a es headrest εν sea tints ΡΝ “impulaes καὶ cog ie eee 38 Serael — ae ke ne, pen μὴ woumes τὰ Sea apoaies mo 
tun! converts to Judaism over the * * raked Pies London, having left τ oof the Jewish mined toe sla. ἐπῆν τ been rellgtous and wi 6 go on rael --- is πὰ spend ee ee 
yeurs have included a variety of IEN you reap the harvest in At the end of every third will make lim an example and a 4a aie was working as a Tust observe Jewishnuss. he would “ike to stay in ene enue In this way. In becom- pnd he 5: = sneouraacy neha απ ας yt 
people: children of Jewish fathera land ] you shal] d year byword; I will rid My people of 5, and was Observances, it’s ke mov- len.” He has been supporting Jew, 1 enter the Covenant. “got here and found exactly wha‘ jabba buat’ visitora ‘are ες A 
bul non-Jewish mothers — and right Into the fev gid fel tithe of “your pro luce, fe au ee eee 14:1 a fat of her own, which she ¥ ine new house without de- self by Lenching Rasta at a rell- μεθα ἀδείας of Israel Is _ I was ooking “Sr You bios: many, om nee ee ime ἐξ ρα as 
ἢ : = ᾿ ᾿ς oy re. , ‘ 1 is 
therefore re paella koa conalderea neither shull you glean the fallen Year and leave it in your settle- ‘you shall distribute this land ‘ Share. She placed a AS τῆς a eee = going glous high —. a people of ee an hg "a reer ey: It bringe the truth out experlence in Judaism Is strange, 
tat παν wish to be Halachteally cars. You dhall leave them for the the oa panes tes... and among the tribes of Israel and 138 mee ey anid a kal children are gol a Ne Ἵ didate was a 80- ree ant community. The Co- in you.” participating for: une {πε oe 
Jewish; non-Jewish men and women oer the ger... — thelr fll... Deutoronone ΜΕ assign it by lot as a patrimony for ea She Thought this would | fer pare, eis.” . ΑΥ̓ΤΗ͂Σ Cachan daira Protest- vee Is the very basts of en He thought οἵ weenie font, 8 0 tee aigiag Bbabbal songs. at oa 
who have come here as volunteers te 7 yourssives and for any gerim Jiv- Interesting, and she, together Wana Hitents? “Initioly they were πὶ thenlogy student, who hus been history. Before the Covenant, the month here, but Hq 


Tejoice before the 


arte your God, with... the 
of theology who, in the course of theus 24:22 | } ον among you... You shall 


* Ν 
HEN a ger is settled among 267... who live in your settle- loyalt: Hebrew 80 
they really ‘wish fs thot of The “mot Ww you, ‘he -also shall keep the ments. τ΄ Deuteronomy 16:11-27 another, et ig aa peor 


ther religion,” Judaism; just plain Passover to the Lord... Thesame you ἀῶ 


- th elves decide to embark on a ἐν 
STE ὦ πο 2 tale a hry ahi Ses usm and Sewteh Ν fe onde το ΕΝ Ὁ. : 
rejoice in A Rabbi ‘who gave mé i ; he's a good Jew’. : δ ἐς ken See leak sod, serious, atedy of Judalam, And 
παι πα πε how ose reuse Uae τ τιν young, Yate, “Sh τε Searoer gt toe aman, dco Ν 
᾿ oo eo nose aber ie ee ΜΕΕ oe ; weet τὶ Jd went ; ulpan at Neot Mordechal, among the conversion candidates, 
Ἶ lo ποῖ 6 lang’ δα ον, οἱ 5 . Ὁ, the whole wor! Hebrew ulp: me Seales, 
‘ae Phan and the widow aries pico ane τς exchanee τ ΤῸ ᾿ kik & ait acetate to become a Jow wos hows Ealte. Today, Jewish - and he deaided a tay on δᾶ draw ag sominae: sabe oie inction 
% Keep back the the Poor, do not contrive any evil ployee of the Israel Embassy. candid: ᾿ ἐν hen Ε visited Dachau, demption means the redemption today drives 8. tri ath Se ee tied 
man or a ger tots Feflow oountry- one pzainst another, — Zechariah Ente, her flat-mate had 8 07) hme Ἢ de oil Ἧ had an extreme ©OR- of the whole world. In tee! 7 and 1s the jifeguard at the τ ΤΊ ert tells (hem: a oy 
an oF | Koing in your coun- 7:8-1 ' who introduced her to friend England, whe frontation with the bistory of — j66 universal re reas oag ie ming pool ta ihe aummaer, Finely Tbe the spon ef thm Boyim 


: Ἄ : 
wish the way of Judaism. OU and the ger aro alike before de τρια oh Yur  gettlements. 


ae ee ; 
‘not deprive. gerim 
eas Justice... — 


he time at Habad House | 


ve that) Haasidism ia = One of Habad House's successes 
of the many ways to ls Abby, an 18-year-old from su- 
turban Wisconsin who worked for 


by devoteva only 
oe iteher Rebhe, find ¢ 


Ἢ f Jeru- 
months, teaches 20 classes, each dressing. The faded blue jeans who is close to her age. Shu plaos pefore the reunification οἱ 
iran or ai Mae of about five people, every week. and sleeveless ‘blouses have been to return to America for college gajem, but was "miraculously un- 


and working ΔΒ a nurse — and then, Ing six months at Kibbutz 
“to raise a family In Israel." She Mordechai, did ‘his atint In the UA: 


1 " 7 — probably in special edu- jormed,"' is inadequate, “We'd pre- 

al: Army then returned ΣΉ fou? Ma caly & Meaningless Depending pon the students eter abandoned for more ΝΣ AY, — Eigrwunta to Near  Ν of he 

“It isn’t easy, but I'm going to had left" in his home town in Ca! “About a quarter oh or. ἂν ὩΣ Rit Talmud, Hasaldiem; A : before I deelde if 1 want to spend city, near the University, but we 

fight.” nada, a job In the family business, ate ἣν gg cause philosephy and Jewish’ art, “Some Learning the Shabbat my life in Israel." Like 90 per don't Have the money,” sald Yossi. 
ΤΈΣ His wasn't too Ἰακειαπεὰ πὶ tts and not the joys were kids," says Yossi, “call und apolo- Abby attended Sunday school in cent of the parents whose children «fyven a ILAO expenditure 5 a : 


NOTHER candidate for conver- Situation,” so he returned to Net 
sion is ἃ 30-year-old Canadlan- Mordechai In 1970. Then, he sud; 
born veteran of the Vietnam War, “I decided that I like kibbute ity 
In which he saw 19 months of And I like what's happening | 


x i bad House, Abby's are ‘major one, but we never solicit εν 
ἐμοῦ size when they can't come, even Amerlea two hours a week for come to Hal ᾿ : ΟῚ: : 
first.” Yosst said thought- RY h "they sac not required 11 years, ‘but te learned ae bab ‘surprised — by the Dea cee a people we βρινοΣ τ 
sea ϊ ho return to Hebrew, only Jewish songs, arte ν᾿ : 2 
Bear came er ot Au ΠΝ ΠΝ Ἢ im “cont inte and crafts and a few basics about The Hossidic mother of Abby’s era and cannot accommodate older ; 


ἠδ, “they came out of acur- us la because they might feel 
action — “constantly in fighting Tarael — the Idealtam, If there gh" : Ὁ, Αἰ νης © piven infurmation on the holldays, Her mother ᾿ξ the Jerusniemite family is also happy people because 
units" — ag a U.S. Army Licu- Such a thing a8 ideallam — 9 cay Ma wertiag ear simctines δι ehiapters ἢ and they candies and her father made the with the arrangement, “Abby sees offended by “kids half thelr age 


tenant, and possessor of an M.A, Worth having — it's Israel." τ : 
degres in history. Ho also decided that he could slg tit eran nent. are a 
He first came to Israel as ἃ Stay “without fully Identify yee nme ee ine 
tourist in 1866, Intending to stay baat the people and life he tite that ae nae: aretha 
for two weeks, He ended up spend- μι ῤφαῦλι 2 he θρειαεα paired sa them, they loosen up.” 
Ulpan, where he went with the td 
encouragement of the kibbutz’ 


ry how e Je- kiddush on Shabbat, but then "It now that religious families do not teaching them, And when | ‘Jews 
apie τῷ acacia was just Sh κὰν other day.” feel deprived or miserable. And she for Jesus’ a UP. we can aia oe 
ι leet ers are Invited re- Ἵ really love the symbolle beauty has a gentleness with the child- vith Cem eit! er ou ie ἜΡΩΣ $ 
k on relevant of the Shabbat and the special ren that makes her 8. pleasure to wath people: (wed aay ‘y : 
lon’ marking the esteemed role of the woman in have around,” religious vision. ν᾿ 


ers, Celebra 


Bothering 


‘Newcomers to Judaism} cccr germ 


or " : : lo 
: G my motive who was “raised neutral.” Her two HEN the | Gibeonites said 
ee θα κου tant bene in older sisters had come to Israel as W Joshua: “Come quickly to our 


up; it shall be left for the ger... 
When you beat your qlive trees, 
do not strip them afterwards; 


Planned to return to Neot 2 Η Ε : 

chal — where, ineldentally, there ay 

five religious familles, four of r : 

younger ones, who have a wed} nary hy, 

study session with Rabbi Zephaiall ᾿ ΡΝ 
Drorl of Kiryat Shmona --- they ᾿ eo ᾿ 
spend the summer at ἃ yeshive ae) through my tendency bo apy 
Jerusalem. On his conversion, μα τ apiritual valu At one δ᾽ 


membeh ! ι 3 i firat camo here relief’ (Joshua 10:6), Joshua said: τ 
y - oH | ruween Judah coniuct with living Jews in syn- volunteers, and she re! i : 
your vineyard, do not glean pretlagie Petia viral a ξ Ὁ Ἵ ἐπὴν Taitice a % δὶ Ἐπ Παν ie sgogues in Borlin and Jinmburg. on a aix-week visit in 1971. Last “Are we to bother the community 

, do le 2 - : : : 
afterwards; what is left shal be ever roots T have now are In the olite 


ἢ 7 7 ς my de- tending to return te Holland to Holy One said to him: “Joshua, τς 
πεν ὩΣ me ea te ΜΝ ee crystal. finish Fer studies, But after a few ity ‘ou aes the distant ones, you : 
μας ἈΝ zed here, Israel is the centre weeks in Holland ahe came back wii end up alienating the near ἷν 
Φ the Jewish people and only to Isracl. Today she Is a candidate ones. Besides, are you not your- er 
itore ean ono learn them pro- ‘for membership of Kibbutz Yakum, agclf a descendant of gerim (Osnat, 


Ι 
religions, and the only But thls was not very intense, year she came as & volunteer, in- over these gerim?”" The Blessed ἢ 
᾿ 


for the ger... --- Deuto -~ and enilat in the Israel De 
24:19-21 ee Forees. “My future as I see t 

* in Isruel," sald this young 
you shall all rejoice, you and born to a Catholic family, 


Ἔ ἊΝ 0 su ning , ᾿ fell in love with a boy gaughter of the Egyptian Poti- ΓΝ 
the Levites and the geri As to the conversion eed mes tate . My ‘teachers’ have all where she fe aughter Οἱ 
ae 26:11" cam Deutero- ie aie rai pe alng noted, rk Σ ἐὸν eee wiyH, ren Jews: Martin Buber, vet and geciee ee aie eae. Aiton phera and wife of Joseph) 2 abba 8 ; { 
nomy £6: 8 girl from Bar’ wo bes : Γ᾿ redinca- Rosenzweig, Kar) Marx, Franz she = 
* courugement by ie i : Ae icv ai alae : beggin to Kafka, ete. My spiritual develop- her enon, a Srgine clas * κ * ; : 
ΑἹ spurse upon, him who with- gious authorities, she said: AM yaelf us a dew." ment was mostly influenced by to pe eine HE who befriends α Gentile and 
nae justice from the ger... Bole ake Babhinies) ed ΠῚ "ἀ Into the pow Jews, But hero, In ges ger in the - * converts him — it is as if he vou 
— Deuteronomy 27:19, Operates on & Very . aE ne Judnism in lenrned the positive sa-year-old ercated him. - 
ΠΣ [ater lb aes Pol aan Vat thet did nol. work = Jewish Ife. Jt in at amazing eT ik vhree Genesis Rabbe 88 οἱ 3 
DEAL ey with fs another, pregame to geri @ 4 out, except for sume Judaica ala a = ing = aie arts ures De faiher: Wier - τ rE o> 
io Not oppress the ger... — 4 τ ων King's College. Then, 1 hi ther sho actively coope! _ στον 
τ, But thare mother and child at the dies he did ut King Iblutz Dovrat, then at an Italian Catholic and hig mo: HL do what- oe 
πόσει ΩΝ vale aa paisaree wai for convertg at Ramat at the suggestion vf a Rabbl in stayed ot David Hebrew Ulpaa, and 9 Christian Selentist, whereas he She decided that ahe w a 


* really no pattern: you just 

EAL justly and falrly, rescue to go there and take 
the victim from his oppressor, chances.” 

do not ill-treat or do violence to Then thery 

r, the orphan or the widow... Woman, -born In London to 

— deremiah 22:3 of England parents, .who 

Beersheba (since last N 


Η an “to live 
(Geialluh Engelt England, he came to Jerusalem, a advanced himself had been a Wutheran in ¢ver 1 want.” He intended 
με finally at the Hazore hi 


Η 
: i ‘ ἐπί οὶ as close to the Tora as ΒΟΒΒΙΒ]6."" ἱ 
" ὩΣ opened a file at Lhe Rabbi © nzorea hag offered Wig adult life. He had been a sea- , : i 
A “tinted from previons pu, Court and enrolled at Etzion He- Hebrew ulpan. Hi but he hasn't de man, then ἃ auccessful businessman, Hie flancee's children have also be. i 
i that people give you ᾿ , 

i 


an. Before and after the him membershlp, marin recent yeara had lived in come interested, ond he has told 
feeling about Let 


: " : "You're Israelia, thank God, 
jud at the Ramot Sha- clded yet ἃ I'm ent as a “dri¢ter” them: “You're 7 
convey." This ex- pire Judaism Ulpan, he has heen “Hazorea Isn't religious, an a kind of retirement opines, but you're Jewa first. 


and plunned Interested In religtous Judalsm. __ yachting from place 


ing in your midst... 
give thy gor his You shal 
— Ezekiel 47:21-28, 


trim erasted ι Semi A ” rd: kibbutz." Gn the table. Some of them, as 8 
t-mate, ja her clalms that hr since lute in 1971, rid wes tohu vavohu (chaos: hy the “magic wo! ma ot theta ᾶθ . 
᾿" ae ΠΡ she, a <Yeng Ul] he met my Alig ry care Ἢ ‘tontuct with Ju- Genesis 1:2), and the Covenant the recommendation of a couple he result, become ἐπ 


yere - a Christian = but 


mane eee rl alo x oF Ae gr ea egy vish to bea member jg the only country in the world avery one of you in 8. ame 
, 


: : Hgious- Jew? Don’t kid yourself: te ga- 
: Court, prompt to testify against the stipulation, laid ro ἢ: comp, Hes, then philo- slat ae ° whole ullitude to of the Jewish people in this where the ea ΟΣ oe te a yim you arw the same ‘damn 
ἐν those who... thrust the ger husband, thel [ rat Seeve mig aan oT ἐπ νά and society; = Suicit and a partner in this national one; and {wanted to he = yim you are, the ame ee 
σὰ and have πὸ fear of Me... Israel she d , ξ a year. peer ,, ¥ de not bale ee a work.” ae ταὶ Ἰατα Be aging a ene hisin “or you i 
— 1 3:5 - ae ano be imax - teachers und finally regener saewish vic- NOTHER candidate le the 22-year- bute, and that cinched his decision think that you have 


a Jew —— though his common with foreign goylin than 
“didn't really care; but now with Galut Jews.” 
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af bs i ir . Η 
.Bhé: found the rom tHe h a Jew. He had 
- because “a! A z 
(Continued on page 


ΠΈΡΑΣ, JUNE ! 


it was thea / sborn daughter of a to beco 
rt, thourh a puted Gentile mother fancee 


SHON HOY Csesht), the founder of Hassidism, 
πανία completed bis task, aged ahout 80, passed 
away. Here Rabbi Dr BAM WEINSTOCK, head 
of the Instittte for Kabbata aud Has: 
endh-generation descendant of the 


On the yabrzeit (death anniversary) of their Rebbe, 


Hassidim gidher in joyful assembky, raising a cup 
and reecountiog: his Fite and teaching, for their own 
elevation, and also so that the memory of the 
Tauldik shall be kept alive, On Shavuot night ὦ little 
over 200 years ago, Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer BA’ATL 


sidism in Seru- 
salem and a sev 
Baal Shem Voy, tells his story. 


Hig soul aseended to the heavens, 
rising higher and higher, 
reached the Hall of the Messlah, 
the Messiah, 
asked him: “When will you 
master?" Whereupon 
answered him: “When your fountains 
will spread out, and your teaching 
revealed throughout the 
world, then there will come a time 
of favour and salvation!” The mean- 
Ing of thls vision: The doctrine of 
the Baal Shem, 
preparation for the redemption; it 
will pave the way for the coming 
of the Messlah, 

Redemption is the constant heart- 
longing of the entire Jewish Peo- 
ple. Yet, at the same time, it Is a 
task that rests on every single Jew 
who must do his personal share to 
Its fulfilment. 
records the Besht's colleague-disciple 
Rabbi Pinhas of Karetz, 
name of the master: 
πα [δ ge'ala (Psalm 69:19 — Includ- 
ed in the Sabbath hymn Lecha dodt) 
— every Jew must pray and work 
for the redemption of his own 
soul; thereby he brings nearer the 
general redemption. This thought 
links up closely with what Rabbi 
Nahum of Czernobyl heard from 
the lips of the Besht: “Every single 
Jew must repair and prepare that 
specific part of the Messiah-body 
that belongs to his own soul"... 


Eretz Yisrael 


These telling sayings and images 
reveal to us the innermost strivings 
of the Ba'al Shem Tov to the 
Sphere of Redemption: Eretz Yis- 
rael. And many are the signs which 
testify to the deep stirring of this 
longing in his soul. Rabbl Gershon 
who waa the first to 
bring his brother-in-law's teachings 
to the Holy Land, reports to him: 
“Your name ig well-known at the 
Gatcs of Jerusoiem,” and he urges 
him to come and get up his home 
And the Besht writes to 
"The Lord knows 


OME 250 yeura aga Father they were ΜΠ hly beloved 
1 ehlldren and Jews; and their ΘΙ ΠΡ] 
prayer, uttered with a humble heart 
with love and with joy, was more 
precious to Him than all the learn- 
ed discourses und even meditations 
of the great and the proud, Thus 
ΒΑΡ) Israel gave 
the Jewish People falth — falth in 
themsclyes and falth In thelr lving 
Father ln Heaven, 


Bn'ul et Hashem ποδία ἢ" — “Serve the 
Shem Tov came aut of nowhere Lord with Joy!" 

onto the stage of Jewish history, 
reshaping the fulth and the fuce of 
hie people os few men before him 
and πὸ one after him, 

Born In Okop, Fodolla in about 
1700 to poor and aged parents, he 


And what was true for prayer 
went equally for the study of Tora. 
had meaning only 
behind every word, pre- 
cept and thought, the Divine source 
whence it came and towards which 
jt should lead you, That was, ac- 
cording to the Besht, how a Jew 
could, and should, 
atudy the Talmud and even the 
Shulhan Arukh (Code of Jews) — 
that matter, 
every mitava 
Every word and motlon must lead 
you to devekut, to a deeper inner 
attachment to the Divine root — 
otherwise you were just uttering 
dead words, touching ἃ dead body, 
without Jife and soul! One can well 
Imagine how this novel idea would 
appeal to all the Talmudiats of the 
old school, who were sure they were 
fulfilling the greatest of mitzvot by 
tearning, and sharp-wittedly dlaput- 
ing ‘Tora In the way they did. 


the masses of 


took Taroel 
into his heder, learn Tora or fe a 
WHE Besht — Ilke the Arl before 
him — did not write down his 
doctrines, He did not even preach 
or teach. He just spoke, conversed 
— not like the Ari 
select, but with one and all; with 
the slmple folk In the street and 
in the marketplace, or, ag it fre- 
quently happened, with some learn- 
ed person who may have come to 
take the meagure of that pecullar 
salnt, In every person he saw the 
Divine, Every Jew — this was one 
of the Besht's most human concepts 
{rooted in the basic doctrines of 
the Ari) — was 
Shechina (Divine Presence), As long 
ag he remained attached, even by 
the alenderest thread there wag hope 
he could regain strength, 
he could be saved, Only if, Heaven 
forbid, the final cord was severed 
“- as when a Jew would, of his 
own accord, give up his faith to 
embrace a strange God — only then 
would he be lost; 
great was the sorrow and the pain 
for us and oven for the Father in 
(That is why the Besht 
wept when he heard of the Frank- 
iat heretics. who 
Christianity.) Man's supreme 
should be to live In constant deve- 
Kast (attachment) 
not only when praying, 
every thought and every act of life, 
“Bechol derachecha da'ehn” — “In all 
thy ways thou shalt know Him" 
(Proverbs 8:6), Thia In itaelf will 
give you life and strength, Thia in 
itself will give you joy — you and 
olao your Heavenly Father. 

In keeping with this baste con- 
cept, the Beaht — In distinct con- 
trast to the Ari — abhorred and op- 
posed every kind of asceticism as 
leading away from joy to sadness 
or depression, which in itself ls 8 


ren, teaching them with love and 
song the Alej-Hef and 
rudiments of- Judalam, an Inclination 
that remained with him for the 
A little later he 
attached himself to a Bet Afidrash 
as 8 sort of shamash (sexton); he 
kept the place clean, and between 
the thmea of prayer, when no one 
was about, he would glance 
some of the sacred books that flll- 
ed the shelves, . 

But Jarael’s heart was searching 
really not for learning or wisdom: 
It was searching for the Creator — 
and Him he could find more easily 
in the open, in nature. So he loved 
to roam about alone in the flelda 
and the foreats, which certainly did 
not sarn him the 
Rabbis and lay leaders, 
pected a young mon of his age 
to spend his time bent over the 
volumes of tha Talmud. 


Second wife 


Town Hfe did not 
young Israel. He matric 
hla wife had died shortly after the 
wedding and then he married a 
young woman who wag not frigh- 
tened off by ‘that unusual man. 
Everybody else — including her own 
Jearned elder 
had died) — may have thought him 
rather uncouth and 
that was how the Besht for a Jong 
time chose to appear to the out- 
alde world —- but sha felt that there 
was more behind i{€ all, and waa 
ready to shore his strange life and 
secret with him. 

‘Together they left town and took 
up thelr abode in ἃ hut somewhere 
in the Carpathian mountains, Ia- 
rael would wander about on the 
hills and in the valleys, 
and finding everywhere, In avery 
tree’ and in avery blade of grass, 


(Commandment). 


rest of his ilfe, 


a limb of the 


US passed the years of fer. 
entation, One day the Besht 
felt (it fa recorded in one of his 
he was approaching his 
destination, He would goon be ready 
to reveal himself in his true light: 
to go out to the people to teach 
them his new and holy 

‘Again he started by teaching the 
young for a short time, in Tluste; 
then he set out on his mission, 
Like the grandmaster of the Kab- 
bala, the An (Rabbi Yitzhak Lurid- 


regard of the 


and then how 


years before him — whom he, and had embraced 
later also his followers, 
ag his shining master and Image 
-- the Besht, too wag In hia thirties’ 
when he heard and followed the 
He began to wander 
through the Jewlsh communities of 
Podolia, Volhynola and Galicia, 
atrange, plain but luminoua man, 
The great and learned could firat 
ace little in that pecullar person: 
He was hardly their type of scholar 
(and whet else counted 
eyes?), But the common people, the 
poor artisans, the inn-keepera and 
pedlars —- those who, being simple 
and mostly ignorant, counted, like 
himself, Httla In the eyes of the 
scholars, the rich and the Important 
— felt drawn to this unusual man 
who radiated faith, 
gard to every human being, 
matter. who he was, and even to 
every beast, He seemed to have but 
one wish: to ease thelr burdon, to 
So it was but na- 
tural that simple folk would turn 
to the migrating Rabbi Israel with 
worrles and ᾿ 
wife or the child of the one 
iH, so he went to that saintly man, 


to the Divine; 


Rabbi Gershon: 


I have not given up my hope of 
journeying to Eretz Yisrael," and 
he bega of him: “Please, do pray 
for me that I may be granted to 
attach myself to the Lord's herit- 
Hretz Yisrael) while (still) 


And thus records the Haassidic 
tradition: Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem 
Tov actually left his home in Med- 
zlbozh, and started out, together with 
hig family, for the Holy Land, All 
along the way there arose graye 
difficulties and obstacles to prevent 
the Beght from reaching his des- 
tination, His soul became darkened 
and the well of his inspiration be- 
®an to dry up, Yet, he carried on 
relentlessly from one place to an- 
other, from land to Jand, At last 
he arrlyed in Istanbul at the Bos- 
phorus, whence o boat could eaally 
carry him across to the Holy Land. 
‘There ha had again one of his fate- 
ful visionary experiencea: Rabbi Naf- 
tall Katz (author of “Semichat Ha- 
Shamim," who had been Rabbi of 
Frankfurt and Pogen-Poznan among 
other places), who 24 years earlier 
had set out for Hretz Yisrael but 
died and lay buried in Istanbul — 
‘Appeared to him in his dream and 
. Warned tlm: “Turn and go back to 
your old. home! You shall not see 
Jerusalem. And if you.do not tum 
back, you will fall by the road — 
nd be buried in foreign 


;But even this 


Simple teachings 

These ara some of the doctrines 
which Rabbi Israél Ba’al Shem Tov 
spread wherevar he went, That was 
a kind of teaching which even the 
alimplest mind could comprehend, 
And it was this same simple phi- 
Josophy that attracted to the Besht 
some of the most brilliant minds of 
hia time, who recognised it for 
what it was: # most profound, re- 
volutionary reorientation in the con- 
cepts of Judaiam — a new way for 
the Jew to live his life 


Heavenly Father 
‘Whose glory filled the whole carth. 
He foynd Him revealed also in the 
myatic writings that had come to 
hia hands in some myasterloua way 
a galntly old man named 
Adam. Tor livetihood Israel would 
‘from time to time dig some clay, 
which hla wife took to town to sell 
and then to buy thelr meagre dally 
neuds. For a short while they also 
conducted an inn to feed wayfarera. 

In tho solitude of nature and his 
meditation, the Beaht found his own 
way of serving the Creator: prayer, 
which you uttered not only with 
your lps and your 
where, looking at the words in the 
(Prayerbook), 
behind every letter, 


Jove and re- 


help them all. 


and wrote out some myaster- 
Jous Divine Name (he had adopted 
from the mystic scripts) on a ‘pleco 
of parchment ot paper to be plac- 
ed on the sick — and they would be 
cured, Thua started Rabbi Israel's 
fame, and also the name by which 
he was s00n Known to all 
asunder in the 


xk kk ᾿ 
UT Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem Tov 
was not only the founder’ of 
Hassidism;.. he was algo the man 
‘who brought ‘nearer the 
People’s redemption, This ‘ls how he 
saw himeelf,, and this. Is how he 
was’ ldoked upon by hig .adherents 
in hia own time and 


Jands of hls migro-' 


tlons (he actually added it to his 
slgnature) and that would. remain 


every blade of grass,, haa its root 
In the Divine, Looking at the one 
or touching the other, 
really Ink yourself to the ever'last- 
and this supreme ex- 
perience of devekut (attachment to 
would fill your heart 
with boundless joy. Thus, and thug 
in the view of the Besht, 
should a Jew lve and serve 
This was the 
that verse of Paalms 100:2, which 
has become the quintessence of all 
the Besht's personal teaching: "Ivdu 
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revered in the memory of coming 
generations: Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem 
— the Master of the Holy Name, 

Yes, Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem was 
a wonder-worker, But the greatest 
of all the wondera he performed 
was that he lifted the many’ low 
and downtrodden and gaye them 
regard for themselves; made them 
no.matter what. the 
learned and rich might. think. of ἃ. 
them, in the eyes of the Heavenly [η΄ Οἱ 


Yo that famous letter that. he ad- 
dressed to his learned brother-in- 
Jaw, Rabbi Gershon of. Kuty 


‘Fiddizh; Kitev), who had: left . Po- 
land and settled in the Holy Gand 


{his grave waa’ recently rediscoyer-.. 
ed and restored in 
Mount of Olives), the Res! 


[ grave warning ald 
not deter the Besht. He boarded the 
at Was. due to sall for 
én’ he ‘heard ἃ heavenly 
volce commanding -him: 


Jerusalem, on the 


realise that, 


f hig dreame::. ° 


TRH TRRUDALING, PORE GHA VER ACERT MEET 


und relurn!" ‘The warld 
for him, Yet, he stood 
and replied: “No, 1 will 
not give in ual) Tr 
object of iny desire," 
gull, On th 


y there wi 
terrible star Ue alpen ᾿ ᾿ 
doomed. Fir the Ba'al She . 


‘Voy bent hia bead and ΑΙ i 
“Master of the Univers 


ny Will befure τι e 
a wind cul the wave and ae : 
ajthe ship bark t $ pe τ = | 
7 Hy αν ὦ Its port οἵ exit, 
Broken hearted, the Baal Shem Toy 


left the ship nnd set 
‘Yfur heme, THe recogniqed me 
had not come down Into thls world 
to redeem: himself, Hig task wag tp 
pags on whit had heen revealed ΓΕ 
him to hia brothers [η΄ exile to! 
strengthen thelr weakened spirit,“ 
that they might hold out iq th: 
durkness of the Galut, until ty: 
Lord would have mercy Upon His” 
people and the Redemption wou. | 
break forth Ike the dawn, 
As soon as the Ba’al Shem Toy. 
had turned hack, hig spirit returned , 
to him and the fountaing of hig.’ 
falth and inspiration opened Up ag 
before, even growing in astrongth ἡ 
from day to day. When he reached - 
his hometown, his mind wag rails 
Ing with a power beyond anything ; 


(A true friend to every family| 


SPECIAL BONUS 
PACKAGE DEAL 


ἃ Free — A Hoover electric steam /spray 
dry iron with the purchase of both — 
A Hoover washing machine and a 
Hoover vacuum cleaner. 

* Purchases of other HooverAppliances 
will receive other bonus gifts. 


Your Tax Free 
privileges 
are valid only 


For your choice, HOOVER electric 
products known the world over for 
finest quality and service. 


he had ever known in the past | i benefits of the 
Soon the Besht's frall, strana Once. In order to receive mitt alified 
Belt Hamidrash in Medziboah be factory guarantee (factory quail ier 
came the lghthouse of Haskin Make the most of trained service technicians, original 


that shone out mightily in all direc ἢ spares) be sure to buy through one of 
tions, attracting some of the mod | 


them. our authorised dealers, and ask for 
alert minds and scholars — fore : ὸ i Ἢ" PA " “ 
most among them the Great Mage, Make It Bod : a _ “Mulfard’s Hoover Guarantee. 
Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezritch, whom | ὶ q 
the Besht selected to become hi | HOOVER 
succeszor, and who actually eatablish- 
ed and organised Hassidiem aa the 
great movement it became, 


ἃ ἈΞ Ὰ z 

IKE the %a'al Shem Tov's tov. 

of God and the Jewlsh Peoples, 
so his love of Hretz Yisrael, to" 
struck deep roots In the hearts οἱ " 
hig disciples and thelr followers . 
And it, too, did not remain theory , 
‘t waa goon translated Into actlon ’ 
In 1774 — about 15 years after 
the Besht'a death — a group α΄. 
about 300 Hasaidim, headed by: 
Rabbi Menahem Mendel of Vitebsk: 
and Rabbi Avraham of Kallek, εἰ" 
out for and reached Dretz ‘Tiara | 
They settled in Galilee, mainly ἰν- 
Safed and In Tiberian (where tht’ 
latter two Rabbis are buried). ᾿ 


Love of the land 


The epistles which those redeemed’, 
enthusiasts wrote to their brothan: 
still languishing in exile glow with 
a love of the land and ἃ holy, bucr ; 
ing mission to act, and call others. 
to ποῖ, for 18 revival and vesetile- 
ment, thnt evoke a deep echo evel 
In the hearta of those who re 
them today: 
° ἀστοῖς ¥israel — God's eyes res 
on it forever.” ἧ 
“Wretz Yisrael — that [s the , 
very Shekhina 4186}. 


Tang 
comradeship... to resettle the 

in tta entirety... that the Arar 
may he reborn at one stroke. 


ὁ “Come ial ol wee i a Lena : . ΝΣ ΠΡ : : Ἶ ; get Aa ἢ ᾿ ; 7 ΑἹ 
bond, linked tog! δή : ὴ Bae , ᾿ ὃ - ! oot 
soul, in fove in brotherhood a ‘ » ‘ . YOULL ag 


FIND US 


great are the ΡΝ of ΠΣ μὰ : i. iN 
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fe tually, th - 
simply had to defend ourselves.” from a traditional home ts involved There |s, however, still no “Bar- panded Hepastrs prosacalwe τοῖν te eee. ae uate lived throug 


Judaism is capable of an in- in student Jife im ἃ university qa; hi " : 
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feels he must dig in hia heels. their studies ‘into the past, beyond books recommended by Bar-Han But Shvleniiy ait Jewish ἫΝ quia τὶ five WE Reople a 


8. sort of a modern yeshiva ἐδ. 

Bar-Ilan campus would be ἐδ ork 

appointed; but Prof. Kaddari ἢ Ἢ j 

Jt natural that a university leg ea -- 

pletely different, A univeralty t ie oe αττ οτν 
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When naivete is permissible 


Ὁ after “Whe Seventh Day’ 


enee and (rial and arriving at 


the power of individuals bo change. 
Some wanted [με Ὁ} to display 
e pulitheal mii 
ἀπὸ virlous cycle, while sume 
the stufta yuo 


tos unique about “Stah Loha- 
ia that It deals with Mian In 
HAL stocktaleh 
kibbuites move 
It appeared fsome monthy after the 


Here there is no puclfist 
blather and neo ponipols baltle slo- 
gangs, but an inner yelf-exposure af 


was better to καὶ good and ready 
for it from the point af view of 


througtwul tare! and was read by rately ta Τὴν ρου ate ee 


wide seetura of the 
had been an Internal, Intimate ¢x- 
periment reached the general pub- 
Ne and was even translated into 
number of linguapes. 

Why did this hook influence so 


treme Lorderline situntlons out of a 
desire to achieve a deeper under- 
standing: wf themselves and their so- 
ΠΙΕΙ͂Ν -- cut of a desire to test the 
values by which they wish lo Ilva. 


vielous cirele of vialence was a 
themselves what thlg fate 
the sense of 
to the Jewish fate sharpened as 
the struggle for survival continued. 

After « diitieult period of security 
tension, the desire to ralse the stan- 
living grew. Those with 
low income began to demand quick 
anclal change in order to prevent 
the perpetuation of a big cconemlc 
gap lwtwern various sectors of the 
public, Protest movements came Into 
being and soclal tension waa felt. 
the tension that had become 
pent up In people while they were 
engaged in the struggle for physical 
survival erupted when relative ealm 


it touched some inner dimension In 
the lif: of Isrneli youth -— one that 
Evnerally does not come ta public 
attention. The young Tarnell is often 
bound to his Image as a closed per- 
fon, utterly fearless, devold of all 
doubt and hesitntion. 
how false this image Is. “Slah Lo- 
‘fhamim" gave expression to certuin’ 
Daaic pouitions, 
hopes of Isracti youth. 

‘The buok was not edited aa 
sorlologieal study, We who edited iL 
dil not presume fo think that we 
represented a stutlsticot 
Israell youth, What we sought wag 
that the Introspection of Individuals 
should take place In complete free- 
dom. Although the book does not 
reflect the views of the 
majority of Israell youth, it should 
be emphasized that it did give ex- 
pression to young Israelis from va- 
Tious wolks of life. It is no less 
representative of Isracit youth than 
of agile journalists 
and various writers of books, 


Born in crisis 


It has been sald of the kibbutz 
movement that It is a society pos- 
seased of open despair. There Is a 
great deal of validity to this deserlp- 
tion. The kibbutz movement did not 
come Into belng with 
fanfare or even with proclamations 
by Idealists, The kibbutz movement 
was born in a moment of great crisis 
the life of the revolutionary 
movement and in the life of the ἢ 
Movement at the 
beginning of the century. The cri- 
als tha; afflicted Jewlsh youth in 
waves in the course of the century 
led to the disintegratlon of many 
movements, but also led to a re- 
newed effort by individuals to bulld 
a society by means of collective 
creation and refusal to gur- 
render to despalr. 

Martin Buber called the kibbutz 
Tmovement "an experiment that did 
Herbert Marcuse, when 
he visited Kibbutz Hulda, 
"You have created a myth. If this 
myth is valid, then you are the last 
hope of sacialiem. 
are the only soolalist experiment 
that +has not shed blood and has not 
yet turned bourgeois.” These formu- 
lations by outsiders struck home be- 
cause they were phrased In the ne- 
gatlve. Thoy polnt to the refusal of 
the kibbutz to be a utepia and Its 
refusal to give up the dream, 
everyday life,-It is hard to stand 
up to this contradiction, and some- 
times It causes failure, 

As socialists who experienced the 
collapse of socialism, as Jews who 
experienced the disintegration 
Jewlsh life, as human beinga who 
prayed for togetherncsa and wera 
exposed to loneliness — Lhe founders 
learned to share 

their troubles with-each other in 

more than phraseology. In 
troubles of tho times, in tha blind 
alley in which the movements found 
themselves after having promised to 
produce eaay solutions, the founders 
of the kibbutz did not 866 them- 
selves at Iberty to stop -cverything, 
or to give in to despair or to a 
sulcidal urge. Despite the profound 
differences between the fathera and 
the sons in the kibbutz movement, ° 
these traits passed from generation 
to generation. The unique combina- 
tion of readiness for ruthlegs analy- 
sis, a desire for candour and foner 
faith Is not peculiar to kibbutz 
youth alone; it is an attribute’ of of peace were rapidly diminishing, 
many. But Jt is the form of life that. we were caught up in world 
that made possible the sharing of developments. which it’ wad not. in: nociély 
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find ourselves, 
heart of the ongoing conflict 
tween Jews and Arabs, In a storm- 
driven world In which violence, de- 
structlon and eynicism crush all ef- 
forts to rebuild soclety — the desire 
fur change has prown. But it is dif- 
fleult to express what ts going on 


But we know 


lo the secret = y¢ memery does not fail me, the 


period In which “Slah Lohamim"™ 
wus written was ἢ unique one. It 
Reenmed to us then that we were en- 
gaged in the summing up of a long 
guceession of wara that had affillet- 
ed our region; that at long last the 
pattern of death had been broken 
and new relations would be formed 
between Jews and Arabs. After the 
destruction we had seen, we thought 
that we had reached the end, Al- 
though the groups of discuasanta In 
“Siah Lohamim" were not political- 
ly nalve, the things they sald were 
sald in a moment when nuivete was 
permiasible, when it was clear that 
we were on the threshold of a new 
therefore dreaming was 
It seemed to us 
we held tmportant keys to bringing 


Many people were frightened by 
It was hard for them 
to see the connectlon between the 
war and the estrangement of people 
from each other in a perlod of 
relative calm and an upward spurt 
In the standard of living. It was 
to feel the con- 
nection between the perlod of ten- 
sion and the pleasure at the rellef 
of the tension. A person getting 
up from his. siekbed while 
bedy still aches wants to get back 
Into bed, A society accustomed to 
danger and struggle for survival 
can — as ἃ result of the pain dur- 
Ing the healing — feel a need to 
return to those situations. 

Tt is in the nature of acute ex- 
perlencea, Hke war, to seem Increas- 
Ingly beautiful 


hard for them 


Tt was also a time of 
awakening among the youth of the 
world, In Paris, in Prague and In 
the U.S. the youth were trying to 
bring about the Impossible. It seem- 
ed that we were about to hurdle a 
powerful alignment of forces that 
was preserving grave human distor- 


frightening visions, the pride at hav- 
Ing stood up to certain borderline 
and perhaps also the 
gtayness of an everyday life devoid 
of all drama turn many soldiers 
into war veterans whose memories 
Sweetened by 
niscences of the “good old days" 
exchanged at old-timers’ 
In order to prevent this sort of 
idealization of war on the part of 
the peacetime generation, we held 
our dialogues as close as possible 
to the time of the events. ᾿ 
But history ignored our intentions. 
It took another course. The attitude 
of the particlpants to "Slah Loha- 
mim" changed — not only because 
we matured but also because the 
Yeality that developed was not the 
reality we had -anticipated. It may 
well be that !f we had known what 
was In store for us, we wouldn't 
have had the strength to expresa 
what we expressed and we would 
emphasize: other things. Or It may 
be that we would hav 
Taore and hoped less, 


None of this is Intended as an 
gret over the publl- 
cation of “Siah Lohamlim.” It seema 
to me that !t is now mora im-|) 
portant than ever. For the. expe- 
rlences and senaibillti 


Jewish national This hope gave us courage to ex- 
press what we were undergoing, 
out of a desire to give expression 
to the inner struggle and the ‘hesi- 
tations, to the nausea and anger, 
the loneliness and helplessness that 
we felt at various moments during 


Feeling the war 


After the book appeared, the terro- 
ist actions began again and the War 
of Attrition broke ont along the 
-Suez Canal. Many kibbutzim start- 
ed feeling the war sltuation with 
growing force, The daily attacks 
they underwent ilterally brought 
the war to their doors. 
slept in shelters for long periods. 
newspapers were full 
of pictures of soldiers who fell in 
action. The sense of freedom that 
many had felt at the end of the 
Into a profound con- 
cern that perhaps we were really 
in a viclous clrele from 
which there was no breaking out, 
that perhaps the Arab-Israel con- 
flict was a matter of fate, ~ 

We ‘felt that political 
was celebrating a tremendous vic- 
tory. What the U.S. had done in 
Russia did in Czechoslo- 
vakia; the rebellion of dreamy: 
students in Paris ‘ended with the 
of de Gaulle, 
Amerlean radicala brought Nixon 
to power. A wava of” sobering-up 
and despair hit wide clreles of 
youth all over the world and in 
too. Only hera everything 
happened right before our eyes, 
The renewal of the war in our 
region had to bring about changes 
in the moods of those participating 
in the dialogues. The conclusions 
drawn from the new situation 
for the people who hed 
participated In “Slah Lohamim” 
varied [π΄ thelr political ‘outiooks. 
. Some of the people saw’ with 
growing despair ‘that tha. prospects 


The kibbutzim 


e kept silent 


expression of re, 


les expressed in 


book. are part of our Inner 
Hives. We are 
aslde ourselves, 
unique moment they would never 
have been expressed, Despite the fact 


penning them up in- 
and 1 not for that 


-that-the people who spoke in-“Siah 
differed from each other 
outlooks, the took sery- 


ed as a banner to all those who 
the Arab problem, 
_ thos thought about the| 
moral implications of war, 
Sometimes It seema that some of 
the motifs’ appearing in "Siah Loha- 


Were sensitive to 
to all those who 


mim” have been allenced. B 


reappear. War [8 only ‘one 


complex - social 
only . on’. ui ter witing eer 
. ξ ΙΒ... ΠῚ out: 

not. cdme about. Ὑ, ΠΗ ΕΣ ΜΙΝ 
the octal arid psy 
‘tlons: of peace, ἢ 
Planning, aid ‘80 


6 have. to “lay 
chological founda- 


that the options 3 4 
"THE JERUSALEM POST SHAVUOT SUPPLEMENT 


THE HURT OF A SOLDIER 


VERY ye 


rduring the Independence Day periad {μη 
41 


Is ot project In which chitdren 
te soldiers. In ΘΠῸΪ puvkage, a lotte 


not only thal 
send or by 
1 tron a child ty y 


ἢ soldier fund in his packuge a letter from ou ehil 
garten In Kfar Saba, saying: ma My a kinds 


“Denar Soldier, Be well, und wiurder ull the Arabs, an " 
safe and sound.” ἃ come hag} 


The soldier who received this package, one Yossi, wrote back tr ty 
ehild: 


journal 


halacha 


“EP would Uke ty tell you what you dit to me with the Backa, 
with the letter. On the one hand, you made me very happy by the ai 
thing you did, sending a present to a soldier. But at the sanie time yea 


medicine 


caused mie pain. It is very painful tu read the words: ‘Murder all tig 
Arabs.” We are all human beings, The Jews ure human δείηφα, and ty 
Arabs are human beings, too, with customs of their own, swith ἃ trade 
Hon uf their men, wu religion of thelr men, education ‘i 
own, With tives and children, joys and sorrows, like all the wikey’ 
Auman beings on earth. The word ‘murder’ makes it sound ag 
suldiers, the soldiers uf the Israel Defence Forces, the State of Taraek 
go out to murder Arabs in order to exterminate them. It hurls 


Apecial tv The Jerusalem Post 


ly Aaron Sittner 
Jerusalem Post Reporler 


wovledge of the Tora um- 
“71 by @ trade or pro- 


wit evenitally fail and 


CCORDING to Halacho (Jewish 
law), all efforts must be made 


ersh Galinsky, to cure ἃ sick person. 
Εἰ , 8. recent to Halacha, too, where the saving 
South Caro- or jie is involved all other laws 


with American yeshiva-day school. The Dean 


combine vocational training Ne ager Csicilesbon: 


much tu think that an Israeli child, who is growing up and being εἰς ial to ain. 


cated in Israel, shuuld think this way. 


religlous instruction, since many puplis rise at six 
2 ers halled from ob- and atart thelr day with 
of these youngsters μος ariibe ig ον τος 


the Sha- lina, beHeves the Institutlon’s suc- 


engages cess can be measured by the fecl- 


nded (except where one 


16. threatened with death unlesa he 


“We aren't murderers, We are fighting for our existence. Peday weleng on thia axiom, a group 


fre ina situation where we have ἐν Kill and fight, because oth 
security and our existence will be in danger. Even when we 
fats we don't kill women and children. One day you will be 18, and 


erwite oer'h 


servant homes; and 


give them a place to lve while 7 
could recelve at home. 


ak- ing the children have towards the blasphemes Giod, Kills someone, of 
i violates the Bibllcal inceat taboos). 
Ag o result, 


This is followed by brei 
ey school ag ἃ hiome even mors 
iio a as a training centre. He recalls the 


private individuals — Isracli 
FAT terrow}y jmerican — 12 years 


the Ahuzat Ya'acov Youth 


whelming majority of these child- case of a boy who was required siveranio body of Halachis Iitera- 


you do your duty when you ure called up you will see how clean og in Gan Yavne. The founders, 


Religious studles — Tnach, Mish- 


ren are members of large families toleave the village forafew weeks, 


ture concerning medical problems, 


army ἰδ. Tuday we must kill in order to survive — but we Kill g 


Halacha — run 


‘wa later to be joined by the 


to undergo medical treatment in 


suffering from a shortage of living 


especially 4n modern times. 


those who are out to hurt ux, and not — a8 you write — all the Aral, 


from 8:15 to 12:45, These classes 


Rabbinical Council 


his home town. When the car came 


T hope that we won't have ta go to war against them, but {f we do, νι 


are followed by lunch, 8 rest pe- Falk Schlesinger 


3 {RCA), had no personal 


to take the boy home he could not 


will yo and we will fight and we will beat them, in order that we ak 
be uble fo yu on Nving in our country. But if that happens, we wilt dp’ 
our beat not to hurt innocent people. 

"Let us toish euch other real pence, in which we will only have ty te 
on guard but not fight und kill and be killed.” 


stitutes for Medical Halachle 
search of Jerusalem's Shaore Zedek 
Hogpital publishes a quarta 


Greenberg's idea slowly teok on riod, and Minha services, At 2:30 
flesh and blood, and, with further jn. “vocational education and gene- 
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Lite with the Tora 


Continued fram pege 3) felt: thal Zionism contravened the movement in Isracl tuwurds re- 
blood of the Tore Sheb'al Peh, belief in the Messiuh, which is ligion. Professor Urbnch  at- 
which has always been a livingg a cardinal tenet of faith. And tributes this directly to the im- 
and developing organiam. (Works In practice, the founders of Zion- position of religion by the se- 
of commentary on the ‘latmud isi were almost all apathetic, or cular State upon the secular ma- 
were culled own — novellac.) worse, towards religion. Thoy jority of its citizens. 

There were always the more In- were disciples of the Haskala He is not afraid to take his 
novatory and the more conser- movement which gravitated away reasoning to its logical conelu- 
vative among the rabbinical from Jewish tradition and to- sion. “I think it would be in the 
schools of learning, and the two wards Western culture. Interests of religion itself if it 
‘trends were often in conflict. Mni- _ The result, according to Urbach, were not foisted onto irreligious 
monides is the urehctypal inno- is stagnation in Halachtie dovelop- people by the State. A separa- 
vator in his commentaries and ment, almost total absence of tion of religion from the State 
code: is ghponents in Babylon cily ins fleld ὙΠΟ should would be healthier for both.” 
represen 6 more conservative ential vast: ish law ᾿ . 

and wary approach. 'The leading for Fhe Jewish State. Amoral situation 


Παρ μος ot Frans abe Tem, Professor Urbach's criticism is The introduction of civil mar- 
tor whose work developed’ the without malice. Indeed he does riage would do away with the 
Talmudie texts rather than mere- re blame the Orthodox alone. present amoral situation of the 
ly explained them. ‘People don't , like to operate 1231 «onyer, the unmarried part- 
: under pressure," he says. "The ner being recognized under the 

xk ok κα sectlarist pressure lo provide ‘so- law. Premier Meir's argument 

TODAY, Prof. Urbach says, we lutions’ leada te an opposite reac- (on television on Independence 
live in a perind of rabbinical tlon. Our great innovators of the Day) that civil marriage in Is- 
conacrvatlam and oven retrent. Or- P#St would also, no doubt, have rael would lead to increased in- 
thodox Jewry is intent on jealons- *efieed tu produce ‘solutions’ if termarriage abroad is simply not 
ly guarding what it has inherited they felt they were under pres- valid or borne out by the facts, 
-- rather than developing its Sure. ‘They stulwartly upheld the says Urbach. The Reform or 
heritage in the free of great Biblical preeept ‘Fenr no man’.” Conservative rabbis who con- 


new challenges, and in parti- ΤῊΝ ΒΕ duct marriages do not look to Is- 
cular the challenge of the new Rabbis defensive rael for ἘΠΕ διαὶ guidance. ΜΠ 
Jewish State. The intrusion of the predo- πὸ civil marriage in Israel, the 


He cites ay on oxample a minantly secular State into rab- intermarriage rate in American 
Halachic work on the laws of hiniea) and Halnchic matters has Universities is already approach- 
Shabbat published in the 'sixtles tended to harden the rabbig into ing 40 per cent. 
by a well-known Jerusalem rabbi. u dufensive posture, Urbach feels. Professor Urbach advocates the 
The book won necalades in Ortho- Tho seculur State has defined a removal of religious coercion and 
dox circles and Urbach too con- certain area of ity legal system the tensiong it engenders, He be- 
siders it excellent — inasfar aa (personal status) as the exelu- lieves, too, that a new genera- 
it foes, It purports to be a ma- sive ambit of the Rabbinate, and tion of rabbis must be educat- 
nual of Sabbath observance, and the secularist rulers of that ed — men ready to confront the 
indecd it contains all the in- State, who themselves do not halachic challenge which the 
formation and guidanee which subscribe to rabbinical law, stand State of Inrael poses, They must 
could possibly be needed by the over the rabbis demanding rul- themselves identify totally with 
individual. But not a wordnbout ings of a particular kind. Just the State. One or two such rab- 
Sabbath observance in the Jew- as an frreligious individual has bis alrendy exist, he says, but 
ish State. How, ideally, should the neither cause nor right to make many more are needed — and 
Jewish State's’ police foree ope- demands on the Halacha and its this requires new training me- 
rate on the Shabbat, or itscom- dispensers, so too the irreligious thods and cannot ke achieved 
munieations servicer, or its hos- State should not make such de- overnight, 
pitals? The author docs not see mands, the professor contends. With the clement of coercion 
any need to refer to such prob- The bitterness inherent in the removed and a new brand of re- 
at ο fact is that the large: £ He the pan ἢ ‘ai ue Telous leadership evolved verte 

he largor part to e desultory clashes over i i 
of the rahbinical world was not guestions of Halacha, It Tee ee mea alse: to 


ra- i 
prepared to see in the creation diates much further afield, to ithe ee ee er tee ι 
mous changes which Ula event lations “Ree Oe GomMe Of re- avery chance, “Urhach _velleves 
sl ls avent lations between the non-obser- t 5 
wrought in Jewish fife a chal- vant majority and their reli ἴσας tha many More young Israelis 


n 1 Id be drawn to religion. In 
lenge obliging them to study and heritage. The Tora, after all, is pee eter 
delve into the Halachic pro lems more than a code of do's ‘and the ! Sate worth Hag τι τεῦ Med 
posed by this new reality," says don't’s, it is @ morality, a phi- within. Religious laws would be 
Urbach. “Their attitude stem- losophy of life. But, says Ur- applied not by coercion, but be- 
net ie Soha rtd dene bach, dao of the rancour cause the inajority of the people 
δ -- the surroun 7 ἢ fi : 
continuation of the historical re- clashes int rast aay ιν ἔριν Sl cinta εἰς θά ey 


; shall all πᾶνε one shepherd: the. 
fusal of a largo section of Or- people aro deterred from? ape hal ts y 
thodox Jewry to support Zion- proachin: the aggadic (as cons tall oaseee ae abe sar 


ism or even to take an actlve trasted with Halac ic) side of the do 
part in the redemption of Zion religion too. Despite the univer. in ies a ee ion μὰς 


outside the framework of the sal senrch of 
Zionist Movement.” a deeper meaning tote for ung? τατον may servant... they 


The reason for this refusal something above and beyond fee and their children and their chit- 


ἢ 
was twofold: ideologically it was mundane, there is no large-scale ται 7 ΠΝ forever... (Hxe- 


Jewish youth find selves 


Special to Tho Jerusalem Post | young and imbue them with the “As 
“BEForn my five months at concept of ‘the onences of our pao- ing LS mage εὐ πα του speak 
Ramot Shapiro I knew who ple based on the teachings of Ju- experiencing what 1,18 In Israol 
I was largely ‘because Σ had datsm.” τ means. We ‘mest lota οὐ Jaraoll 
_ been told. On, I Imow may- Ramot Shapiro offers courses youth and it Is wonderful to bi 
be for some other reasons too, and wulpanim, lasting from s1x surrounded ° 
But at Ramot Shapiro my own weeks to aix months, in Hebrsw RONNIE OSHER 
Jewish Identity wes filled out by and Jewish etudies, Israel contem- “I am havin 
the land, language and traditions porary and Biblioai Seography, rience. of 
of my people in a way that my Jewish history and thought, acquain- did not have in Stamford. Thi 
courses and experience at the Aca- tance with all facets’ of Jsrael contact with our historic plac 5 
demy have made clear.” - 36, Τὰ addition, short-term semi- ig exciting and makes the Pail 
This extract from a letter writ- nars are held during the summer alive for us,” Rema 
ten by David, a young man from vaocationg on a variety of subjects - β 
the U.B., 48 typical of many recei- connected with Jewish 148 ἀπὰς, ΙΑΒΤΥ BAUER of Montreal : 
ved by Ramot Shapiro, said Rabbi Israel's achievements, In tho plan. (Τ| 2" gaining a deeper insight 
ες Dr. Ya'acov Vainsteln, founder and ning stages 4s a semester course (2to the vanlous aspecta of the 
mentor and ehalrman of this new, in Jewish studtes to be conducted SiUcatlon which I have recelyed 
venture for Diaspora and Israeli jolatly with a leading Israel unj- 580k home at echool.” . 
high-school and college students. versity, Most couries are conduct: -Ramot: Shapiro is situated at 
‘This youth academy, Rabbi ‘Vain- ed in cooperation with different Moshay Belt’ Meir In the ἄδειο: 
stein continued, was established to departmenta of the World Zioulat lem -Hils, agaicet tes τος θείας 
help combat “the spiritual vacuum Organisation and the Ministry of of the Masrek a.” 
weakening Jewish loyalties and at-. Education and Culture, Sy . Alongside the πε f 
tachment to Israel among the ma- ‘Two high achool groups — Her. the War of Liberation overlooks: 
jority of Diaspora youth, on the zits of Montreal, end Bloultural the Ayalon Valley, It'has moden 
oné hand, and to provide guidance Jewish of Stamford, Connecticut — dormitory end teaching quartera 
for Igraell youth to a fuller Jew- are at progent at .Ramot Shapiro: es well aa fine cultural and s rts 
ish realisation of the great his- Hers ia what three etudenta hod facilities.. Since ite establlahnent 
toric promise impHoit in Israel's to say ebout their expectations and - two. yeara ago, ‘in memory of Haim 
restoration to Statehood, on the sotual experience’ at Ramot Sha> Moste Shapiro, 1,500 Isracti and 400 
other.” It “seeks to build bridges piro: 4 i i ; 
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ἠὲ Pesan jane tie ae wile darving as Chalr- The foremost rabbinic judges has its own one of betta eeeether ΕΝ το avadente:, earn: 
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Etz-Hayim was founded in 1841 in Old Jerusalem, in the 
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